Ulster-Scots Cultural Bursary 
Scheme 2026-27 – FAQ’s

Q. What is the Ulster-Scots Cultural Bursary Scheme?
A. The scheme provides financial support of up to £250 to help residents of the Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough develop their understanding of Ulster-Scots culture.
The bursary is to provide support to individuals towards costs associated with organising or attending Ulster-Scots culture-related initiatives.  
Q. Who can apply for the bursary?
A. To apply you must:
· Live at a permanent address within the Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough
· Apply as an individual (groups cannot apply)
· [bookmark: _Hlk221546178]Not have previously received a bursary from the Council
· Apply before the activity takes place

Q. How do I apply?
A. Applications must be submitted online through the Council’s Grant Management System.
You will need to:
Register an account (if new to the system)
· Complete the application form in full
· Upload any supporting documents requested
· Incomplete or late applications will not be assessed.

Q. How much funding can I apply for?
A. The maximum bursary available is £250 per applicant.

Q. What can the bursary be used for?
A. The bursary can support participation in Ulster-Scots cultural activities, including:
· Language or linguistic learning
· Music
· Drama
· Poetry and literature
· Dance
· Art
You may be asked to provide proof of enrolment to courses where applicable.

Q. What cannot be funded?
A. The bursary cannot fund:
Activities unrelated to Ulster-Scots culture
Activities that have already taken place
Not have previously received a bursary from the Council

Q. Is funding guaranteed?
A. No. This is a competitive programme and awards are based on merit and demonstrated need.

Q. What is the pass mark?
A. Applications must achieve 60% or higher to be successful.
Applications are scored on:
· Financial need
· How the activity will develop your understanding of Ulster-Scots culture
· The personal benefit to you as an individual

Q. When does the scheme open and close?
A.
· Opens: Monday 9 February 2026
· Closes: Friday 13 March 2026
· Late applications cannot be accepted.

Q. When will I find out if I have been successful?
A.
· Applications assessed: April 2026
· Notification issued: May 2026 (via email)

Q. What happens if my application is successful?
A.
· You must accept the Letter of Offer within 10 days
· A single payment of £250 will be made
· Payment will be made to your bank account (or a parent/guardian if under 18)

Q. What happens if my application is unsuccessful?
A. You will receive an email notification. 

Q. Where can I get help?
A. Further information is available through the Council’s Grants and Funding webpage or by contacting The Funding Unit T: 0300 123 4568 E: fundingunit@antrimandnewtownabbey.gov.uk 

