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	Appendix 2 - Template for Information to be Compiled
Information to be compiled by Public Authorities under Section 3(1)(a) of the Rural Needs Act (NI) 2016.
(To be completed and included in public authorities’ own annual reports and submitted to DAERA for inclusion in the Rural Needs Annual Monitoring Report).

	Name of Public Authority:
	Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council



	Reporting Period:
	April 
	20
	24
	to
	March
	20
	25



The following information should be compiled in respect of each policy, strategy and plan which has been developed, adopted, implemented or revised and each public service which has been designed or delivered by the public authority during the reporting period.

	Description of the activity undertaken by the public authority which is subject to section 1(1) of the Rural Needs Act (NI) 20161.

	The rural policy area(s) which the activity relates to2.

	Describe how the public authority has had due regard to rural needs when developing, adopting, implementing or revising the policy, strategy or plan or when designing or delivering the public service3.

	Corporate Performance and Improvement Plan 2025- 2026 (Draft for Consultation).
	Corporate
	In the development of this plan rural needs were considered and it was included that its delivery would not have an adverse effect on people living in rural areas.

	Grant Funding Policy. 
	Community
	This policy considered potential rural needs and it was concluded that there was a positive impact for people living in rural areas.

	Health and Safety Policy.
	Corporate
	Rural needs have not influenced this policy as it sets out the Council’s approach to the management of health and safety responsibilities and applies equally to staff across the organisation.


	Leisure Grant Aid Programme.
	Community
	This programme was covered by the overall Grant Funding Policy and no adverse rural impact was identified. 

	Take a Seat Initiative. 
	Community
	This initiative was covered by the overall Grant Funding Policy and it is available to all businesses in the Borough including those located in rural areas.

	Community Development Grant Aid Programme.

	Community
	This programme was covered by the Overall Grant Funding Policy and no adverse rural impact was identified.

	School Uniform Re-use Scheme.
	Community
	It was concluded that this scheme has a positive impact for people living in rural areas.

	Draft Love Living Here Delivery Plan 2030.
	Community
	No adverse impact was identified for people living in rural areas.

	Social Supermarket and Family Support Programme.
	Community
	Consideration was given to people living in rural areas and it was concluded that there is a positive impact.

	Community Festival Grant Fund.
	Community
	This initiative was covered by the overall Grant Funding Policy and it was concluded that this initiative does not disproportionately impact people living in rural areas.

	Irish Language Bursary Grant Programme.
	Community
	This programme was covered by the Overall Grant Funding Policy and no adverse rural impact was identified.

	Mrs Joan Christie CVO (Commander of the Royal Victorian Order) OBE (Order of the British Empire) Legacy Bursary Scheme.
	Community
	This scheme is covered by the overall Grant Funding Policy and it was concluded that people living in rural areas are not disproportionately affected 

	Arts and Heritage Grant Aid Programme.
	Community
	This scheme falls under the overall Grant Funding Policy and no rural needs were identified.

	Waste Harmonisation Project - Supply and Delivery of 180l Wheeled Bins & Wheelie Boxes.
	Corporate
	It was concluded that there was no adverse impact for rural areas for this project as all households in the council are receiving the exact same service.

	Climate Change Action Plan.
	Corporate
	The Climate Change Action Plan does not differentiate between areas of the Borough so does not adversely impact rural residents or areas.

	Temporary Festive Recycling Centre Arrangements.
	Corporate
	A refuse lorry was deployed at a designation location for three days over the Christmas period to assist with increased demand.  There was no identified adverse impact for residents in rural areas.

	Review of Recycling Centre Opening Hours.
	Corporate
	No disadvantage to rural areas was identified and no mitigation measures were required at design or delivery stage.

	Labour Market Partnership Action Plan and Multiply Programme.
	Economic
	A positive impact in relation to rural needs with due regard being implemented through rural needs impact assessment (including by the funding department), through ongoing engagement with staff when delivering this programme.

	Work Experience Programme 2024-2025.
	Economic
	This work experience programme was considered for rural needs and no adverse impact was identified.

	Digital Readiness Assessment Pilot Programme.
	Economic
	A positive impact in relation to rural needs with due regard being implemented through rural needs impact assessment, through ongoing engagement with staff when delivering this programme.

	Business Merchandising Support Programme.
	Economic
	A positive impact in relation to rural needs with due regard being implemented through rural needs impact assessment, through ongoing engagement with staff when delivering this programme.

	Phase 2 Business CCTV Programme.
	Economic
	A positive impact in relation to rural needs with due regard being implemented through rural needs impact assessment, through ongoing engagement with staff when delivering this programme.

	Green for Business Programme.
	Economic
	Rural needs were taken into account and no adverse impact was identified as this was open to all Small and Medium Enterprises across the whole borough.  A targeted social media campaign, and in person sessions were delivered for those businesses that registered and interest and attracted businesses from both urban and rural areas seeking to report on their carbon emissions to begin a pathway to carbon reduction.

	Sister Cities Youth Exchange Programme 2024-2025.
	Economic
	A positive impact in relation to rural needs with due regard being implemented through rural needs impact assessment, through ongoing engagement with staff when delivering this programme.

	Ask Mentor Programme.
	Economic
	A positive impact in relation to rural needs with due regard being implemented through rural needs impact assessment, through ongoing engagement with staff when delivering this programme.

	Invest NI Sub-Regional Plans Local Economic Partnership and Action Plan.
	Economic
	A positive impact in relation to rural needs with due regard being implemented through rural needs impact assessment, through ongoing engagement with staff when delivering this programme.

	Enterprise Support Service Future Funding.
	Economic
	A positive impact in relation to rural needs with due regard being implemented through rural needs impact assessment, through ongoing engagement with staff when delivering this funding programme.




NOTES
1. This information should normally be contained in section 1B of the RNIA Template completed in respect of the activity.
2. This information should normally be contained in section 2D of the RNIA Template completed in respect of the activity.
3. The information contained in sections 3D, 4A & 5B of the RNIA Template should be considered when completing this section.
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