










CODE OF CONDUCT

CANVASSING IN THE VICINITY OF 
POLLING PLACES

The following principles are intended to guide the conduct of canvassers in the vicinity of polling places:

· Canvassers shall be polite and courteous at all times when speaking to members of the public. They should be careful to avoid any behaviour which may leave them open to complaints of harassment or intimidation.

· Canvassers will not engage in canvassing activities inside the grounds of a polling place.

· Canvassers should not stop, or in any way impede, the free flow of vehicular traffic entering or leaving the grounds of a polling place.

· Canvassers should not restrict or in any way impede pedestrian access to any entrance of a polling place. 

· Canvassers shall not attach flags, emblems, banners, posters or any other item used in connection with canvassing to a polling place or to any part of its perimeter wall or fence.

This Code of Conduct has been agreed with political parties.

NB: The term ‘polling place’ is referred to in Section 18B of the Representation of the People Act 1983 but the actual meaning of the term is not defined in law. For the purposes of the Electoral Petition Hearing in September 2010 it was described as ‘The building inside which one or more polling stations are located.’
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