
Preventing Poisoning
Advice for households with 

Children Under 5



Babies and toddlers are 

learning all the time as they 

experience new things every 

day.  

They will put things into their 

mouth to see what they taste 

and feel like and will find all 

sorts of ways to reach things 

that they think look like 

something tasty ðlike sweets. 



At first glance can you tell the difference ?

It could be easy for a child to mistake the 

medicine for sweets!
(sweets on the right)



What might be in reach?



These are visually appealing é but can poison a child



It may be handy keeping cleaning chemicals nearby 

but itõs also handy for a child to reach.

Do not rely on the bottleõs safety cap keeping a child 

from removing it!  Children can be determined and 

pick up new skills quickly.



Other poisons to be aware of:

ÅSilica Gel

ðThese are the small packets that come 

inside packaging to absorb moisture.  

Dispose of these safely right away.

ÅE-Cigarettes

ðThe liquid can have an appealing 

smell and the packaging bright and 

appealing BUT is toxic.  If inhaled, 

ingested or comes in to contact with 

skin/eyes it can cause very serious 

damage.



ÅPlug-in air fresheners

ðThe liquid contained in these can be 

harmful.

ðThese devices are plugged in to the 

wall socket which are well within the 

reach of a curious child.

ÅPlants

ðBe aware of which plants are 

poisonous - do they have berries or 

leaves that could be harmful if 

ingested or come in to contact with 

skin/eyes?



Liquitabs can cause damage to eyes 

or airways.

The alkaline chemicals in the liquitabs cause immediate 

chemical burns, causing breathing difficulties as the 

airways start to swell rapidly.  



Button Cell Batteries



Not just a choking hazard é

This is a folded piece of ham with a button cell battery 

place between it along with a few drops of water to 

simulate the effect on internal organs if it were 
swallowed. 


