LA03/DPS/0008
Mr Clark Bailie
i , Housing Executive
Housing  CMEF EXECUTIVE S s Soer
.- elaide Stree
E .t Clark Bailie Belfast BT2 8PB
XeC U 'Ve T (028) 9598 2721
E clark.bailie@nihe.gov.uk
W nihe.gov.uk
| W @nihecommunity

Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council,
Forward Planning Team,

Mossley Mill, ’%\ .
Carnmoney Road North, E’g’(f:‘gnslggtlon
Newtownabbey,

BT36 5QA 02 SEP 2019

e e

............

2nd September 2019

Dear Sharon,

The Housing Executive welcomes the publication of Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough
Council's Local Development Plan (LDP) draft Plan Strategy (dPS). We believe that the
publication of development plans provides opportunities to promote sustainable
development, sustainable communities and place making.

The Housing Executive supports the aims and principles set out in the Regional
Development Strategy (RDS), the Strategic Planning Policy Statement for Northern Ireland
(SPPS) and the Sustainable Development Strategy. We are also committed to sustainable
development and the creation of sustainable communities. These policy documents and
their principles have informed our response to the dPS.

We believe the three pillars of sustainable development, the economy, social
considerations and the environment are interlinked and support each other, and therefore,
we support a balanced approach between the three elements, within the LDP.

We support the LDP Vision, Strategic Objectives and many of the policies contained within
the dPS, in particular we welcome within policy that developer contributions may be
required and that these can deliver affordable housing. Developer contributions for
affordable housing would enable government to deliver housing to address unmet housing
need, help to achieve balanced communities through mixed tenure housing, and would
reduce the need for housing association grant. This reduction in grant would support a
larger programme of new build development, thereby further helping to address housing
need within the Borough. The Housing Executive would welcome an opportunity to meet
with the Council to discuss this developer contribution policy for affordable housing and
how it can be implemented.

Housing is central to our lives. When it is affordable, secure and in good condition, it
provides a foundation for us to participate fully in and contribute to society. We believe that
the dPS has a crucial role to support the delivery of affordable and high quality housing to



meet community need. However, we consider that some changes to housing policies are
needed to fully realise the opportunity the LDP can make in providing this vital
infrastructure, which influences people’s quality of life, health and well-being, and to
ensure that sustainable development is delivered.

However, the Housing Executive believes the proposed affordable housing policy is
limited, estimated to provide only 13 units a year, leading to a shortfall in excess of 1,000
units to meet affordable housing need in the Council area over the next 15 years.
Therefore, we believe that our Housing Needs Assessment was not given due weight in
the housing allocation, as required by regional planning policy. As the evidence within the
HNA does not seem to have informed the affordable housing policies, we would like further
information on how this policy has been devised, and the evidence base to support it.

We would also like to see a policy, which requires the introduction of Lifetime Homes
across all new developments, as opposed to only a proportion. Lifetime Homes support
the changing needs of individuals and families at different stages of life, through the
incorporation of 16 design criteria that can be universally applied to new homes at minimal
cost.

While we have included objections within our representation, we would welcome further
discussion with the Council to explain our concerns. We would also like to attend the
Independent Examination to provide evidence and to present our position.

Please see our detailed consideration of the dPS policies, enclosed.

| trust this information is of assistance,

Yours faithfully,

Clark Bailie
Chief Executive
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