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Please Note 

Some of the data in this document is sourced from sample survey data.  Data from a 
sample survey means that the whole population of Northern Ireland has not been 
asked. Therefore, when looking at the figures, the confidence intervals/ranges 
associated with the figures should be noted. 

A confidence interval represents the range of values in which the true population 
value is likely to lie.  It is based on the sample estimate and the confidence level. 

Example: 

For example, the employment rate for Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council 
in 2015 was estimated to be 70.7%. This figure had a stated 95% confidence interval 
of +/- 5.8 percentage points. This means that we would expect that in 95% of 
samples, the true employment rate for 2015 for Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough 
Council was between 64.9% and 76.5%. 

Also, due to some of the small numbers presented in some of the sub-categories, 
some caution should be taken when interpreting the figures.  

 
Analysis by Local Government District  
In most of the datasets used, individual records are attributed to Local Government 
Districts on the basis of their postcode.  However, in some cases the postcode may 
be missing/invalid and cannot be assigned to a Local Government District but are 
included in the Northern Ireland totals. 
 
As an example, in the School Leavers data (Department of Education), 
approximately 0.6% of pupils have incomplete or missing postcode information. 

Therefore, the sum of the School Leavers in each of the Local Government Districts 
in 2014/15 is 22,224 pupils.  The Northern Ireland total is 22,361 pupils. 
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Geography  
Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council consists of seven District Electoral 
Areas (DEA) and forty Wards. 

 
Map 1:  Wards and District Electoral Areas ï Antrim and Newtownabbey 

Borough Council 
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Population Density  
Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council had a population density of 246.1 
persons/km² in 2015 an increase from 225.6 persons/km² in 2001. 

Between 2001 and 2015, Belfast has the highest population density with 2,449.8 and 
2,526.0 persons/km² respectively.   

 
Source:  NISRA Demographic Statistics 
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Figure 1:  Population Density by Local Government District 
(Top 3) (Excluding Belfast) and Northern Ireland (2001-2015) 

 

Antrim & Newtownabbey Ards & North Down Lisburn & Castlereagh NI



 

11 
 
 

 

 

Love
Living

Social  

Population E stimates 1 
In Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council in 2015, the population was 
estimated at 140,467.  This was made up of: 

¶ 29,484 children aged 0-15 years (21%); 

¶ 43,109 people aged 16-39 years (30.7%); 

¶ 45,495 people aged 40-64 years (32.4%);  

¶ 22,379 people 65 years and older (15.9%). 

¶ 68,123 (48.5%) males  

¶ 72,344 (51.5%) females 
 

 
Source:  NISRA 2015 Mid-Year Population Estimates 

 

In comparison:  

¶ Mid Ulster had the highest proportion of children (0-15 year olds) among its 
population (23%).   

¶ Belfast had the highest proportion of the working age population (16-64 year 
olds) among its population (65.8%); in particular the younger working ages 
(16-39 year olds) (36.3%).   

¶ Ards and North Down had the highest proportion of older people (aged 65+) 
among its population (19.9%). 

 

                                            
1
 2015 Mid-Year Estimates for areas within Northern Ireland were published on 31st August 2016.  

Population estimates refer to the number of people in the population at 30th June each year.  
http://www.nisra.gov.uk/demography/default.asp3.htm  
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Figure 2:  Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council  
Mid-Year Population Estimate (2015) 
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Source:  NISRA 2015 Mid-Year Population Estimates 
 

 

Source:  NISRA Mid-Year Population Estimates 
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Figure 3:  Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council 
Population by Age Band (2015) 
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Figure 4:  Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council  
Age Breakdown by Year (2005-2015) 
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Table 1:  Population Estimates (2015) by District Electoral Area (DEA) 
 

DEA 
2015 

Mid-Year 
Estimates2 

% of Total Population in Antrim and 
Newtownabbey Borough Council 

Antrim 22,193 15.80% 

Airport 21,497 15.30% 

Glengormley Urban 20,699 14.74% 

Threemilewater 20,458 14.56% 

Macedon 19,951 14.20% 

Ballyclare 17,889 12.74% 

Dunsilly 17,779 12.66% 
   Source:  NISRA Mid-Year Populations Estimates (Small Areas) 

 

Comparing 2005 and 2015 mid-year population estimates for Antrim and 
Newtownabbey Borough Council:  

¶ the population increased by 6.1% (8,117 people)  

¶ the highest percentage increase was within the 85+ age group (46.7%, 838 
people)  

¶ the 26-39 age group had the highest percentage decrease (-6.9%, -1,889 
people).  

Over the same time period, Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council had the 
sixth highest percentage population change out of the eleven councils, with Mid 
Ulster having the highest (15.3%) and Derry City & Strabane the lowest (2.8%).  

 
Figure 5:  Components of Population Change (Mid 2005 ï Mid 2015) 

 

 

                                            
2
 These figures are created using Small Area estimates and therefore may not sum to the total Antrim 

and Newtownabbey Borough Council population. 

2005 
Population 
(132,350) 

Net Migration 

(984) 

Natural Change 
(Births-Deaths) 

(7,965) 

Other Changes  

(-832) 

2015 
Population 
(140,467) 
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The growth of the population within Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council can 
be attributed to a natural change of 7,965 people (i.e. more births than deaths), a net 
migration of 984 people and a deduction of 832 due to other changes. 

 
Source:  NISRA Demography and Methodology 

 

Between 2010 and 2015 the birth rate in Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough 
Council was at its lowest in 2013 (60.9 births per 1,000 female population aged 15-
44).  In 2015, the birth rate in Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council was 63.9.  
Mid Ulster had the highest (74.3) and Mid and East Antrim the lowest (59.5). 
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Figure 6:  Births, Deaths, Net Migration and Other Changes 
Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council (2005-2015) 
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Source:  NISRA Demography and Methodology  
 

In Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council in 2015 there were 8.5 deaths per 
1,000 population compared to 8.4 in Northern Ireland overall. 

 

Source:  NISRA Demography and Methodology 
 

The crude death rate does not account for the population today having an older age 
structure. 
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Figure 7:  Birth Rate in Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough 

Council and Northern Ireland (2010-2015) 
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Figure 8:  Crude Death Rate for Antrim and Newtownabbey 
Borough Council and Northern Ireland  (2010-2015) 
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The standardised mortality ratio (SMR)3 for Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough 
Council for the period 2012-2014 was 100.16, third highest out of the eleven 
councils.  Belfast had the highest ratio (113.78) and Lisburn and Castlereagh the 
lowest (91.98).  The standardised ratio allows for differences in the age structure of 
these populations. 

 

Source: NISRA Demography and Methodology   

 

Migration  
Between mid-2010 and mid-2015, Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council have 
experienced negative net migration ï more people leaving the area than moving into 
the area.   

Figure 10:  Net Migration Mid-2010 to Mid-2015 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            
3
 SMR based on three years data (2012-2014), compare local death rates with death rates in NI as a 

whole, taking account the different age structures of each area.  The standard ratio for NI is 100. 
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Figure 9:  Standardised Mortality Ratio by LGD (Top 3)  
(2008/10 - 2012/14) 

Antrim & Newtownabbey Belfast Derry & Strabane

In Flow 
(26,418) 

 

  

 

 

Out Flow 
(27,534) 

Antrim and 
Newtownabbey 

Borough Council 
Net Migration 
(-1,116 people) 



 

17 
 
 

 

 

Love
Living

In 2015, the top three countries of birth (for non UK Nationals) for those residents 
within Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council that registered for a Northern 
Ireland Medical Card were Poland, Romania and Lithuania. 

Ethnicity, Identity, Language and Religion  
On Census Day 27th March 2011, in Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council 
considering the resident population: 

¶ 2.10% were from an ethnic minority population and the remaining 97.90% 
were white (including Irish Traveller); 

¶ 29.74% belong to or were brought up in the Catholic religion and 61.10% 
belong to or were brought up in a 'Protestant and Other Christian (including 
Christian related)' religion; and 

¶ 62.17% indicated that they had a British national identity, 16.01% had an Irish 
national identity and 30.86% had a Northern Irish national identity*. 

*Respondents could indicate more than one national identity 

¶ 6.52% had some knowledge of Irish; (aged 3+) 

¶ 9.30% had some knowledge of Ulster-Scots (aged 3+); and 

¶ 2.72% did not have English as their first language (aged 3+). 
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Table 2:  Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council (ANBC) and Northern 
Ireland Population (Mid-2005 to Mid-2015) 

 

 ANBC Rank4 NI Highest Lowest 

Percentage Population 
Change All Ages  
(2005-2015) 

6.1% 6th 7.2% 
Mid 

Ulster 
(15.3%) 

Derry City & 
Strabane 

(2.8%) 

Percentage Population 
Change Children  
(0-15 years)  
(2005-2015) 

3.3% 4th  1.7% 
Mid 

Ulster 
(10.4%) 

Derry City & 
Strabane          
(-7.0%) 

Percentage Population 
Change Older People  
(65+ years)  
(2005-2015) 

26.8% 10th  24.2% 

Ards & 
North 
Down 

(33.0%) 

Belfast 
(2.5%) 

Percentage Population 
Change Working Age 
Population (16-64years) 
(2005-2015) 

2.8% 7th  5.4% 
Mid 

Ulster 
(14.4%) 

Ards & 
North Down 

(-1.8%) 

Proportion of Children  
(0-15years)  
(2015) 

21.0%5 6th 20.8% 
Mid 

Ulster 
(23.0%) 

Ards & 
North Down 

(18.8%) 

Proportion of Older People 
(65+ years)  
(2015) 

15.9% 5th 15.8% 

Ards & 
North 
Down 

(19.9%) 

Mid Ulster 
(13.6%) 

Proportion of Working Age 
Population               
(16-64 years) 
(2015) 

63.1% 5th 63.4% 
Belfast 
(65.8%) 

Ards & 
North Down 

(61.3%) 

Number of Children      
(0-15years)  
(2015) 

29,484 7th  385,200 
Belfast 

(66,581) 

Fermanagh 
& Omagh 
(24,909) 

Number of Older People 
(65+ years)  
(2015) 

22,379 8th  291,824 
Belfast 

(49,308) 

Fermanagh 
& Omagh 
(18,156) 

Number of Working Age 
People (16-64 years)  
(2015) 

88,604 8th  1,174,597 
Belfast 

(223,018) 

Fermanagh 
& Omagh 
(72,246) 

                                            
4
 Figures are ranked across all eleven councils from highest to lowest. 

5
 Example ï In 2015, 21% of the population within Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council were 

aged 0-15 years. 
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Population P rojections 6 
The population within Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council is estimated to 
increase by 3.5% between mid-2015 and mid-2030 (from 140,467 to 145,401), 
ranking it eighth highest out of the eleven councils in relation to percentage change. 

Source:  NISRA Demography and Methodology (2014 Based Population Projections)                          
& 2015 Mid-Year Population Estimates 
 

Between mid-2015 and mid-2030:  

¶ the population within Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council is projected 
to increase by 4,934 people (3.5%) from 140,467 in mid-2015 to 145,401 in 
mid-2030.   

¶ The biggest growth occurring between 2015 and 2020 (2,395 people, 1.7%).   

¶ The largest increase in the number of people over the fifteen years to mid-
2030 is projected to occur in Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon (30,617 
people). 

It is projected that by 2027 the older population will overtake the young in Antrim and 
Newtownabbey Borough Council with 29,346 people aged 65+ and 28,529 aged     
0-15 years. 

                                            
6
 NISRA 2014 Based Population Projections http://www.nisra.gov.uk/demography/default.asp47.htm  

1.1% 

2.6% 2.7% 
3.5% 3.7% 3.7% 
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Figure 11:  Projected Population Change by LGD  
(2015-2030) 

http://www.nisra.gov.uk/demography/default.asp47.htm
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Figure 12:  Projected Components of Change for Antrim and Newtownabbey 
Borough Council (Mid-2016 to Mid-2030) 

 

 

 

The projected growth of the population in Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough 
Council between mid-2016 and mid-2030 is due to óNatural Changeô ï more births 
than deaths.  The Natural Change is greater than the Net Migration.  It is projected 
that Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council will experience a net loss due to 
migration with more people leaving the area than coming into the area. 

 
Source:  NISRA 2014 Based Population Projections 

The figure below highlights comparisons over a fifteen year period, between 2015 
(Mid-Year Population Estimates) and 2030 (2014 Based Population Projections) in 
Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council. 

Figure 14:  Population Comparisons (2015-2030) Antrim and Newtownabbey 
Borough Council 

2016 
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(140,989) 

Net Migration 

(-2,411) 
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Figure 13:  Projected Births, Deaths and Net Migration  
Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council  

(Mid-2016 to Mid-2030) 

  Births   Deaths   Net migration
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Population 
Growth (% 
Increase)  

(2015 - 2030) 

Å3.5% (4,934 people) % increase 

ÅRanked eigth highest out of the eleven councils 

ÅBelow NI average 6.9% 

ÅArmagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon the highest 
(14.7%), Derry City & Strabane the lowest (1.1%) 

Share of NI 
Population (2030) 

Å7.3% of NI Population in 2030  

ÅRanked ninth highest out of the eleven councils in 2030 

ÅBelfast the highest (17.7%), Fermanagh & Omagh the 
lowest (6.2%) 

 Natural Change 
(Births - Deaths) 

(2016-2030) 

Å6,823 (mid-2016 to mid-2030) 

ÅRanked seventh out of the eleven councils 

ÅBelfast the highest (23,357) and Ards & North Down the 
lowest (515) 

Total Net 
Migration  

(2016-2030) 

ÅNet Loss of 2,411 people (mid-2016 to mid-2030) 

ÅThree other councils with net loss - Belfast (-11,757), 
Causeway Coast & Glens (-1,039) and Derry City & 
Strabane (-9,280)  

Age Structure 
(2015-2030) 

 

Å0-15 (5.7% decrease, -1,670 children) 

Å16-64  (3.2% decrease, -2,824 working age people) 

Å65+  (42.1% increase, 9,428 older people) 
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Source:  NISRA 2014 Based Population Projections 
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Figure 15:  Populaion in Antrim and Newtownabbey 

Borough Council by Age Band (Mid-2015 to Mid-2030) 

0-4

5-9

10-14

15-19

20-24

25-29

30-34

35-39

40-44

45-49

50-54

55-59

60-64

65-69

70-74

75-79

80-84

85-89

90+



 

23 
 
 

 

 

Love
Living

Source: NISRA Demography and Methodology (2014 Based Population Projections) 

 

 

The 2014 based Population Projections indicate that by 2030 within Antrim and 
Newtownabbey Borough Council, the highest proportion of females will be within the 
60-64 age group (6.57%) and for males, within the 15-19 age group (6.96%).   
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Figure 16:  Population Pyramid for Antrim and Newtownabbey 
Borough Council - 5 Year Age Bands,  

Females and Males (2030) 
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Table 3:  Population Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council and Northern    
Ireland (Mid-2015 to Mid-2030) 

 

 ANBC Rank NI Highest Lowest 

Percentage Population 
Change All Ages  
(2015-2030) 

3.5% 8th 6.9% 

Armagh City, 
Banbridge & 
Craigavon 
(14.7%) 

Derry City & 
Strabane 

(1.1%) 

Percentage Population 
Change Children  
(0-15 years)  
(2015-2030) 

-5.7% 9th 0.2% 

Armagh City, 
Banbridge & 
Craigavon 

(8.2%) 

Causeway 
Coast & 
Glens  

(-7.4%) 

Percentage Population 
Change Older People  
(65+ years)  
(2015-2030) 

42.1% 8th 45.0% 
Mid Ulster 
(54.9%) 

Belfast 
(33.0%)7 

Percentage Population 
Change Working Age 
Population                
(16-64years)      
(2015-2030) 

-3.2% 7th -0.3% 

Armagh City, 
Banbridge & 
Craigavon 

(8.8%) 

Ards & 
North Down 

(-6.5%) 

Proportion of Children 
(0-15years) (2030)8 19.1% 7th 19.5% 

Mid Ulster 
(21.4%) 

Ards & 
North Down 

(16.9%) 

Proportion of Older 
People (65+ years)  
(2030) 

21.9% 6th 21.4% 
Ards & North 

Down (27.2%) 
Mid Ulster 
(18.4%) 

Proportion of Working 
Age Population              
(16-64 years) (2030) 

59.0% 5th 59.1% Belfast (61.9%) 
Ards & 

North Down 
(55.8%) 

Number of Children  
(0-15years) (2030) 27,814 7th 386,134 Belfast (68,314) 

Fermanagh 
& Omagh 
(23,931) 

Number of Older 
People (65+ years) 
(2030) 

31,807 8th 423,093 Belfast (65,595) 
Fermanagh 
& Omagh 
(27,652) 

Number of Working 
Age Population              
(16-64 years) (2030) 

85,780 8th 1,170,790 
Belfast 

(217,487) 

Fermanagh 
& Omagh 
(71,217) 

                                            
7
 Belfast had the lowest percentage population change but the largest increase in the number of 

people aged 65+ (16,287) between mid-2015 and mid- 2030, across all eleven councils.  Antrim and 
Newtownabbey Borough Council had the smallest increase in the number of people (9,428) within the 
same age group and time period. 
8
 Example:  In 2030, it is projected that 19.1% of the population within Antrim and Newtownabbey 

Borough Council will be aged 0-15 years 
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Household Projections  
In the 2011 Census, there were 54,035 households in this area, and this figure is 
projected to rise to 58,373 by 2025 and to 59,814 by 2030. Whilst the total number of 
houses is projected to increase, the average household size is projected to decrease 
in the future:  from 2.51 in 2012 to 2.41 in 2030.   

Comparing the average household size projections for 2030 across all eleven 
councils Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council ranks eighth highest.  Mid 
Ulster having the highest (2.83) and Belfast the lowest (2.27).   Antrim and 
Newtownabbey Borough Council average household size is below the Northern 
Ireland average in each of the years, 2012 and 2030.   

Household projections indicate that within Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough 
Council, the number of households with four or more people will start to decrease 
from 2022. 

 

Table 4:  Projected Number of Households by Size within Antrim and 
Newtownabbey Borough Council (2012, 2025 and 2030) 

 

 
2012 2025 2030 

Total households 54,243 58,373 59,814 

  Number % Number % Number % 

1 person 14,388 26.5 16,576 28.4 17,523 29.3 

2 persons 17,283 31.9 19,055 32.6 19,888 33.2 

3 persons 9,465 17.4 9,508 16.3 9,435 15.8 

4 persons 8,372 15.4 8,405 14.4 8,245 13.8 

5+ persons 4,735 8.7 4,829 8.3 4,723 7.9 

Average Household Size 2.51 2.45 2.41 

NI Average Household Size 2.54 2.49 2.46 
  Source: NISRA 2012 Based Household Projections  

 

In relation to household size, projections for Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough 
Council indicate that the biggest increase will be in the number of óone person 
householdsô with an increase of just over a fifth (21.8% - 3,135 houses) between 
2012 and 2030.   

The largest proportion of households within Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough 
Council in both 2012 and 2030 are ó2 person householdsô this is the same for 
Northern Ireland as a whole. 
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Source: NISRA 2012 Based Household Projections 

 

Source: NISRA 2012 Based Household Projections 

 
Within Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council, the number of households with 
children (aged under 16) is projected to reach its peak around 2020/2021 and then 
decline from this point onwards.   

By 2030, the number of households with children within Antrim and Newtownabbey 
Borough Council is projected to be 15,898, equating to 26.6% of all households.   
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Figure 17:  Number of Projected Households by Size Within 
Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council (2012-2030) 
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Figure 18:  Number of Projected Households by Type Within 
Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council (2012-2030) 

One adult households

Two adults without children

Other households without
children

One adult households with
children

Other households with
children
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Source:  NISRA 2012 Based Household Projections 

Deprivation  
Of the 72 Super Output Areas (SOAs) in Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough 
Council, Dunanny and Monkstown 1 are within the one hundred most deprived SOAs 
in Northern Ireland. Eight SOAs lie within the top 20% most deprived SOAs in 
Northern Ireland. 

Table 5:  The Top 10 Most and Least Deprived SOAs9 in Antrim and 
Newtownabbey Borough Council 

 

Top 10 Most 
Deprived SOA 

Multiple 
Deprivation Rank 

Top 10 Least 
Deprived SOA 

Multiple 
Deprivation 

Rank 

Dunnaney 77 Jordanstown 2 888 

Monkstown 1 100 Jordanstown 3 885 

Valley 2 108 Rostulla 2 884 

Farranshane 111 Mallusk 3 879 

Coole 117 Templepatrick 833 

Mossley 2 138 Aldegrove 1 824 

Carnmoney 1 139 Collinbridge 1 803 

Whitehouse 154 Ballynure 2 802 

Ballycraigy 185 Collinbridge 2 798 

Steeple 208 Ballyrobert 2 797 
       Source: NISRA NI Multiple Deprivation Rank by SOA (2010) 

             

                                            
9
 There are 890 Super Output Areas (SOA) in Northern Ireland, 1 is the Most Deprived. 
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Figure 19:  Households with Children (aged under 16)   
Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council  

(2015-2030 Projections) 
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¶ 10% of the population  in the borough live within the 30% most deprived 
SOAs in Northern Ireland (Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council 
ranked seventh out of the eleven new councils) 
 

¶ 18% of the population in the borough are income deprived, compared with a 
Northern Ireland value of 25%.  
 

¶ 10% of the working age population is employment deprived, while 13% across 
Northern Ireland are considered employment deprived.  
 

¶ Antrim and Newtownabbey Council were ranked ninth out of the eleven 
council areas on the latter two measures. 
 
See Appendix 1 for all SOA within Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough 
Council and each of the deprivation indicators (2010). 
 

Map 2:  Multiple Deprivation Measure (2010) by Super Output Area ï Antrim 
and Newtownabbey Borough Council 

 

Source:  NISRA 2010 Multiple Deprivation Measure 
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Social/ Community Participation  

Volunteering 10 
In 2011:  

¶ 14.3% of all usual residents aged 16+ in Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough 
Council did some kind of voluntary work without pay.   

¶ A higher proportion of females than males have volunteered with 15.3% and 
13.2% respectively.   

¶ 18.1% of those usual residents aged 16 to 24 have volunteered, the highest 
proportion within each age group.  

¶ The next highest age band was 45-54 (15.8%), dropping to 6.9% of those 
aged 75 and over. 

 

 
Source:  2011 Census 

                                            
10

 The voluntary work variable classifies people by whether or not they carried out any voluntary work 
without pay in the past year. It was only asked of those aged 16 and over. What constitutes óvoluntary 
workô was a personal decision by each respondent. 

0.0% 5.0% 10.0% 15.0% 20.0% 25.0%

All

    Aged 16 to 24

    Aged 25 to 34

    Aged 35 to 44

    Aged 45 to 54

    Aged 55 to 64

    Aged 65 to 74

    Aged 75 and over

Figure 20:  Volunteers (%) by Age and Gender  
Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council (2011) 

Female

Males
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Sports 
The 2010 Northern Ireland Sport and Physical Activity Survey commissioned by 
Sport NI had 228 respondents in Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council. It 
reported that:  

¶ 34% of respondents in Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council 
participated in 30 minutes of exercise 5 times a week (NI average 35%).  

¶ On average, participants participated in 572 minutes of moderate intensity 
physical activity per week (NI 473 minutes) split between:  

o sport (18%)  
o work (40%) (NI 32%) 
o home (31%) (NI 37%)  
o getting about (11%).  

 

¶ 43% have participated in any sport of at least moderated intensity in the last 
seven days within the Borough, compared with an NI average of 37%.  
 

¶ The top sports done in the last seven days in Antrim and Newtownabbey 
Borough Council were  
 

o walking, done by 19% (NI 8%) 
o exercise bike (9.5%)  
o swimming or diving (7%),  
o whilst keep fit, aerobics and golf, pitch and putt, putting were each 

participated in by 7%  
 

¶ One in five of the residents in Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council 
were members of a club which offered opportunities to participate in sport or 
physical activities (NI average 23%).  
 

¶ 23% have participated in an organised sporting competition in the last 12 
months (NI 22%).  
 

¶ 22% have received tuition from an instructor or coach in the last 12 months 
(NI 17%).  
 

¶ 36% have attended live sporting events in Northern Ireland as a spectator (NI 
37%). 
 

¶ Two thirds of residents expressed satisfaction with sport provision in the local 
area, while the NI average was 62%. 
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Young People and Sport  in Northern Ireland  
The data below comes from a report óYoung People and Sport in Northern Irelandô ï 
Evidence from the 2015 Young Life and Times and Kids Life and Times Surveys.  
The Kids Life and Times and Young Life and Times modules were developed 
specifically to collect data relating to Children and Young People. 

In 2015, just over three in ten (31%) of P7 respondents within Antrim and 
Newtownabbey Borough Council are physically active sixty minutes a day, seven 
days a week compared to 9% of 16 year olds. These levels are very similar to 
Northern Ireland overall with 32% and 9% respectively.   

Almost eight in ten (79%) 16 year old respondents in Antrim and Newtownabbey 
Borough Council would like to more physical active than they are at present, 
compared to 78% respondents aged 16 year old, overall for Northern Ireland.  This 
ranged from 73% (Causeway Coast and Glens) to 81% (Ards and North Down). 

 

 
Source: Young Life and Times Survey and Kids Life and Times Survey ï via Sport NI)  
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Figure 21:  Physically Active at the Recommended Level or 
Above (P7 & 16 Years Olds) by LGD (2015) 
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Lower proportions of P7 respondents and those aged 16 years in Antrim and 
Newtownabbey Borough Council walk or cycle to school/work (48% and 38% 
respectively) than respondents aged 16 years in NI overall (49% and 42%).   

Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council had the third lowest proportion of P7 
(72%) and 16 year olds (46%) that participate in organised sports activities/gym 
outside school across all councils (NI:  74% and 52% respectively) 

Over half (56%) of 16 year olds in Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council 
participate in PE at School or College ï the highest across all councils. 

 

 

 

Source: Young Life and Times Survey and Kids Life and Times Survey ï via Sport NI 
 

Barriers to Participation  
The top three barriers to sport and physical activity participation P7 pupil 
respondents within Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council stated were; 

¶ Not knowing where the activities take place (42%) (NI 38%) 

¶ Not enough time (23%) (NI 25%) 
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Figure 22:  Walk or Cycle to School/Work  
(P7 and 16 Year Olds) by LGD (2015) 

Walk or cycle to school/work (P7) Walk or cycle to school/work (16 year olds)
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¶ Not having anyone to go with (15%) (NI 15%) 

 

The top five barriers to participation respondents aged 16 years old within Antrim 
and Newtownabbey Borough Council stated were; 

¶ Not enough time (65%) (NI 68%) 

¶ Not having anyone to go with (24%) (NI 23%) 

¶ Difficulty with/lack of transport (22%) (NI 26%) 

¶ Costs involved (22%) (NI 24%) 

¶ Not knowing where the activities take place (11%) (NI 13%) 

 

 

Community Relations Projects  
33% of respondents aged 16 years old within Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough 
Council have been involved in a community relations project, compared to 31% of 
respondents aged 16 years overall for Northern Ireland.  Over half (59%) of 16 year 
old respondents within Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council would like to 
part in a community relations project in the future, the highest proportion across all 
council areas. 

 

Culture, Arts and Leisure 11 
A combined 3 year sample from the Continuous Household Survey which had a 
sample size of 892 for Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council reported that 
Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council had a higher proportion of adults who 
participated in sport within the previous year (59%) than the average for Northern 
Ireland (53%).  Lisburn and Castlereagh had the highest (62%) across all council 
areas.  

This Borough also had a higher proportion of adults who had visited a museum or 
science centre (51%) within the previous year than the Northern Ireland average 
(47%).  Ards and North Down had the highest (67%) across all councils. 

 

                                            
11

 95% Confidence Intervals apply to these figures ï this is the range that we can be 95% certain the 
true population lies.  For engagement in culture arts and leisure for Antrim and Newtownabbey 
Borough Council, this ranges from 88.1% 92.1%. 
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Source:  Department for Communities 

 

Wellbeing  
Measures of wellbeing are available at Council level with a score between 0-10, with 
10 representing high levels of wellbeing for Life Satisfaction, Worthwhile and 
Happiness. The scale for anxiety being the opposite (i.e. 0 represents very low levels 
of anxiety therefore high levels of wellbeing).  

The 2015/16 results for Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council and Northern 
Ireland are presented below. Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council was not 
statistically significantly different from Northern Ireland overall. 

Table 6:  ONS Personal Wellbeing Measures for Antrim and Newtownabbey 
Borough Council and Northern Ireland (2015/16) 

 

 
Wellbeing Indicator 

 

Antrim and Newtownabbey 
Borough Council 

Northern 
Ireland 

Life Satisfaction 8.05 7.85 

Worthwhile 8.23 8.00 

Happiness 8.03 7.70 

Anxiety 2.07 2.78 
             Source: ONS Personal Wellbeing Measures (2015/16) 
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Figure 23:  Participation in Culture, Arts and Leisure   
Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council and Northern Ireland  

(2011/12 - 2013/14) 
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Satisfaction with  Family and Social Life  
Measured on a scale from 1-10 (Very dissatisfied to Very satisfied)  

Between 2014/15 and 2015/16, Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council was 
lower than the Northern Ireland average for both levels of satisfaction with family and 
social life.   

In relation to levels of satisfaction with family life, Antrim and Newtownabbey 
Borough Council ranked second lowest out of the eleven councils with Derry City 
and Strabane having the highest average level (8.83) and Belfast having the lowest 
(8.34). 

In the same time period, Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council ranked eighth 
highest out of the eleven councils when asked about their level of satisfaction with 
their social life.  Fermanagh and Omagh with the highest average level (7.53) and 
Belfast the lowest average level of satisfaction (6.96). 

 

Table 7:  Satisfaction with Family and Social Life12 Antrim and Newtownabbey 
Borough Council and Northern Ireland (2014/15-2015/16) 

 

How satisfied 
are you withé. 

Antrim and 
Newtownabbey 

Borough Council   
Mean Score 

Antrim and 
Newtownabbey 

Borough Council Rank 
(Highest to Lowest) 

NI Mean 
Score 

Family life? 8.42 10th  8.56 

Your social life? 7.16 8th  7.25 
 Source:  NISRA CHS (n= 486 Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council) 

Sense of Belonging  
Between 2013 and 2015, 85.1% respondents within Antrim and Newtownabbey 
Borough Council (aged 18+) felt a sense of belonging to their neighbourhood, 
seventh highest across all council areas.  Derry City and Strabane had the highest 
(90.2%) and Mid Ulster the lowest (82.8%).  

In the same survey and time period, over three quarters of respondents (78.4%) 
within Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council felt that they did not have any 
influence when it comes to any of the local decisions made around their area.   
This was the highest across all council areas.      

Source:  Northern Ireland Life & Times Survey (ARK) (n=241 Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough 
Council)           

  

                                            
12

 Mean score of satisfaction with family life and social life between April 2014 to March 2016. 
Data is based on two years individual data combined (2014/15 and 2015/16). The Continuous 
Household Survey is one of the largest continuous surveys carried out in Northern Ireland. It is based 
on a systematic random sample of 4,500 addresses and the questionnaire consists of both a 
household and individual interview with each person aged 16 and over. 
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Connectivity  

Internet and Broadband A ccess  
Between 2013/14 and 2015/16 in Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council, eight 
in ten households (80%) had home internet access with 78% of households having 
home broadband access (this is higher compared to NI overall with 78% and 75% of 
households respectively).   

Source:  NISRA CHS n=559 Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council 

Connected Nations 2015 ð Northern Ireland 13 
High-quality, widespread communications, fixed and mobile are an engine of 
our economy and the pulse of our society. (Connected Nations Report ï 2015).  
Ofcom collected and analysed data from major fixed telecoms operators (BT, Virgin 
Media, Sky, Talk Talk and KCOM). It contains broadband coverage and broadband 
speed data, including information on consumersô connection speed, from the 
operators, aggregated at local authority level. The availability data also includes 
coverage information provided by five alternative network providers (Cityfibre, 
Gigaclear, Hyperoptic, IFNL and Relish).  The coverage data was collected as a 
snapshot in May 2015. The capacity data was collected over the month of June 
2015. 

Table 8:  Data speeds and Downloads by LGD (2015) 
 

 

Super-Fast 
BB 

Availability 
(% 

premises)* 

Average data 
downloaded** 

(GB) 

Average 
data 

uploaded** 
(GB) 

Average 
download 

speed (Mbit/s) 
for Superfast 

BB lines 

% of 
premises 
unable to 
receive 
10Mbit/s 

Antrim & Newtownabbey 82 69.8 9.4 62.1 9 

Ards & North Down 83 59.9 9.4 50.7 7 

Armagh Banbridge & 
Craigavon 

70 70.6 9.2 49.2 16 

Belfast 97 81.1 10.2 68.7 1 

Causeway Coast & 
Glens 

70 60.5 8.3 48.5 19 

Derry & Strabane 82 79.1 9.9 54.9 9 

Fermanagh & Omagh 50 54.9 7.1 47.9 37 

Lisburn & Castlereagh 82 64.4 9.3 58.0 9 

Mid & East Antrim 69 60.6 8.8 49.1 17 

Mid Ulster 55 58.4 8.8 48.2 30 

Newry Mourne & Down 63 58.6 8.6 48.8 24 

Source:  Connected Nations 2015 ï Northern Ireland (Ofcom)  
* Greater than 30 Mbit/s and less than 300Mbit/s   **Of all connections    

                                            
13

More information can be found here https://www.ofcom.org.uk/research-and-data/infrastructure-
research/connected-nations-2015/downloads  

https://www.ofcom.org.uk/research-and-data/infrastructure-research/connected-nations-2015/downloads
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/research-and-data/infrastructure-research/connected-nations-2015/downloads
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Overall in Northern Ireland, take-up of superfast services (speeds that are > 30 
Mbit/s) is nearly half of availability.  37% of premises in areas where superfast 
services are available (77%) have taken up the service.   

In 2015, in Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council there were 17,705 óTake-up 
of lines > 30 Mbit/sô (number of lines)ô.  Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council 
also had the second highest average download speed (Mbit/s) for Superfast Broad 
Band lines (62.1) behind Belfast (68.7). 

Table 9:  Wi-Fi Hotspots14 
 

 

Number of public  
Wi-Fi hotspots 

Average data 
downloaded (Wi-Fi) 

(GB) 

Antrim & Newtownabbey 44 3,458 

Ards & North Down 48 4,352 

Armagh Banbridge & 
Craigavon 53 3,154 

Belfast 154 15,510 

Causeway Coast & Glens 37 2,642 

Derry & Strabane 50 2,100 

Fermanagh & Omagh 35 1,853 

Lisburn & Castlereagh 39 11,041 

Mid & East Antrim 45 3,036 

Mid Ulster 29 1,934 

Newry Mourne & Down 45 3,011 
Source:  Connected Nations 2015 ï Northern Ireland (Ofcom) 

 

Licensed Cars  
In 2015, there were 75,194 licensed cars in Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough 
Council (678 cars per head of population 16+) with a further 5,213 declared as 
SORN. 

Access to C ars 
Between 2013/14 to 2015/16, 81% of respondents had access to one or more cars in 
Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council compared to an Northern Ireland 
average of 78%.   

                                            
14

 Ofcom collected and analysed data from major public Wi-Fi providers. The data relates to public 
Wi-Fi networks that are purposely made available to members of the public. 
The data is based on data collected from BT, Arqiva, Sky, Virgin Media, O2 and KCOM over a 
monthsô period in June 2015 (please note that there may be other hotspots provided by different 
operators that are not captured here, so the number should be seen as a reliable minimum.) 
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Source:  NISRA CHS n=559 Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council 

In 2011, within all the DEAs in Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council, one car 
or van accounted for the largest percentage, except in Dunsilly, where the majority of 
households had access to 2 cars or vans (37%). Macedon had the highest 
proportion of households with no cars or vans (34%).  

 

Source: NISRA Census 2011  

 

Travel to Work  
In 2011, over half (55.6%) of the usual residents aged 16-74 (excluding students) in  
employment in Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council worked within Antrim 
and Newtownabbey Borough Council, with almost a third (31.1%) working in Belfast. 
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Figure 24:  Cars or Vans in Household by DEA (2011) 

No cars or vans 1 car or van 2 cars or vans 3 cars or vans 4 or more cars or vans
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Table 10:  Usual Residents (aged 16-74) within Antrim and Newtownabbey 
Borough Council and their Place of Work15 by LGD (2011). 

 

Place of Work 

Usual Residence  
(Antrim & Newtownabbey Borough Council) 

(aged 16-74 excluding students) in 
employment and currently working in the area 

Number % 

Antrim & Newtownabbey 33,548 55.6% 

Ards & North Down 760 1.3% 

Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon 417 0.7% 

Belfast 18,790 31.1% 

Causeway Coast & Glens 244 0.4% 

Derry City & Strabane 72 0.1% 

Fermanagh & Omagh 21 0.0% 

Lisburn & Castlereagh 1,674 2.8% 

Mid & East Antrim 3,925 6.5% 

Mid Ulster 587 1.0% 

Newry, Mourne & Down 324 0.5% 
Source: 2011 Census (Location of Usual Residence and Place of Work) 

 

In 2011, almost six in ten (59.3%) usual residents (aged 16-74) (excluding students) 
that worked within Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council also lived within the 
Borough, with 14.1% living in neighbouring Mid & East Antrim and 10.3% living in 
Belfast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            
15

 The workplace population in an area does not include those persons working in the area who live 
outside Northern Ireland. 
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Table 11:  Place of Work (Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council) and 
Usual Residence by LGD (2011) 

 

Usual Residence (aged 16-74 
excluding students) in employment 
and currently working in the area 

Place of Work (Antrim & 
Newtownabbey Borough 

Council) 

Number % 

Antrim & Newtownabbey 33,548 59.3% 

Ards & North Down 1,662 2.9% 

Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon 1,280 2.3% 

Belfast 5,848 10.3% 

Causeway Coast & Glens 1,168 2.1% 

Derry City & Strabane 164 0.3% 

Fermanagh & Omagh 149 0.3% 

Lisburn & Castlereagh 2,474 4.4% 

Mid & East Antrim 8,005 14.1% 

Mid Ulster 1,573 2.8% 

Newry, Mourne & Down 703 1.2% 
           Source: 2011 Census (Location of Usual Residence and Place of Work) 

 

Travel to Work or Place of Study 16 
When comparing DEAs within Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council for those 
people that travel to work or place of study:  

¶ Airport DEA had the highest proportion of people working or studying mainly 
at home (11.4%) 
 

¶ Antrim had the highest proportion travelling by bicycle or on foot (14.6%) while 
Dunsilly had the lowest (5.7%).  
 

¶ Dunsilly had the highest proportion that were a passenger in a car or van, car 
or van pool or shared driving, almost a quarter of those that travel to work or 
place of study (23.3%) 
 

¶ Glengormley Urban and Macedon had the highest proportions of people that 
use the train, bus, minibus, coach or taxi 18.14% and 18.15% respectively. 

 

                                            
16

 All usual residents: Work or study mainly at or from home: Primary school age and over in full-time 
education or aged 16-74 in employment and currently working. 
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Source:  Census 2011 
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Figure 25:  Travel to Work or Place of Study by DEA (2011) 

Driving a car or van, motorcycle, scooter or moped
Passenger in a car or van, car or van pool, shared driving
Train, Bus, Minibus, Coach or Taxi
Work or study mainly at or from home
Bicycle or on foot
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Crime   

Recorded Crime  (Excluding Fraud) 17 
 

Northern Ireland  
Crime has shown an overall downwards trend over the last thirteen years. It reached 
a peak of 138,132 in 2002/03 levels fell to 98,558 in 2012/13, the lowest level 
recorded since 1998/99. Crime has since risen in each of the last three years to a 
level of 105,023 in 2015/16.  The level of crime recorded in 2015/16 is the seventh 
lowest crime figure recorded since 1998/99. 

Antrim and Newtownabbey Boro ugh Council  
Antrim & Newtownabbey reached its lowest level of crime recorded in 2013/14 
(6,586). The level has since increased in 2015/16 (6,905).   

In 2015/16 in Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council, there were 49 recorded 
crimes per 1,000 population (NI 57 per 1,000 population).   

In 2015/16, Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council had the fourth highest 
number of recorded crime offences per 1,000 population across all councils.  Belfast 
had the highest (105 per 1,000 population) and Mid Ulster the lowest (35 per 1,000 
population). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            
17

 From 1st April 2015 Action Fraud has taken responsibility for the central recording of fraud and 
cyber crime previously recorded by PSNI; Action Fraud is the UKôs National Reporting Centre for 
fraud and cyber crime reported directly to them from the public and other organisations. While this 
means that these fraud and cyber offences are no longer recorded by PSNI, Action Fraud figures 
relating to fraud and cyber crime in Northern Ireland are provided to PSNI on a monthly basis. 
Crime Type: This provides figures for the following crime classifications:  
Violence with injury (including homicide) , Violence without injury , Sexual offences, Robbery, Theft - 
domestic burglary, Theft - non-domestic burglary , Theft from the person,  Theft - vehicle offences, 
Bicycle theft, Theft ï shoplifting,  All other theft offences,  Criminal damage, Trafficking of drugs, 
Possession of drugs, Possession of weapons offences , Public order offences,  Miscellaneous 
crimes against society.         
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Source:  Police Service of Northern Ireland 

 

Overall crime in Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council has decreased by 16% 
from 8,179 in 2005/06 to 6,905 in 2015/16.    

The biggest reductions were found in Robbery, Vehicle Offences and Theft from the 
Person.  

óPossession of Drugsô Offences almost trebled from 133 in 2005/06 to 366 in 
2015/16.  Sexual Offences increased by 66% from 116 in 2005/06 to 192 in 2015/16. 
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Figure 26:  Main Recorded Crime Offences Antrim and 
Newtownabbey Borough Council (2005/06 - 2015/16) 

Violence with injury
(including homicide)

Violence without injury

Theft - domestic burglary
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Source:  Police Service of Northern Ireland 
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Figure 27:  Recorded Crime Offences per 1,000 Population 
by LGD and Northern Ireland (2005/06 - 2015/16) 

Belfast Newry, Mourne & Down Derry City & Strabane

Antrim & Newtownabbey Northern Ireland
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Source:  Police Service of Northern Ireland 

Anti -Social Behaviour  
 

Northern Ireland  
There has been a general downwards trend in the number of anti-social behaviour 
incidents recorded since the data series began in 2006/07 in Northern Ireland. The 
level of 59,502 recorded during 2015/16 is the lowest in the series, being 2.4 per 
cent lower than 2014/15 and less than three fifths of the level recorded in 2006/07. 
 
Based on the data series available from April 2006, anti-social behaviour incidents 
tend to show higher levels in July, August and October. There is then a sharp fall in 
anti-social behaviour incidents between October and November followed by a period 
of lower levels of anti-social behaviour between November and February/March. 
 

Antrim and Newtownabb ey Borough Council  
In 2015/16, there were 4,444 anti-social behaviour incidents in Antrim and 
Newtownabbey Borough Council, a decrease of 32 incidents from the previous year.  
Antrim & Newtownabbey Borough Council recorded its lowest level of anti-social 
behaviour in 2013/14.  

Levels within Antrim & Newtownabbey have fluctuated over the last five financial 
years with 32 anti-social behaviour incidents per 1,000 population in 2015/16 the 
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Figure 28:  Crime Statistics  
Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council  

(2005/16 - 2015/16) 

Recorded Crime Offences

Incidents with a Domestic Abuse Motivation

Recorded Crime (excluding Fraud) with a Domestic Abuse Motivation

Offences with a Sectarian and Racist Motivation

Anti-Social Behaviour Incidents
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same as Northern Ireland overall, ranking it fourth highest across all councils.  
Belfast having the highest (54 per 1,000 population) and Mid Ulster the lowest (20 
per 1,000 population). 

 

 
Source:  Police Service of Northern Ireland 

 

Domestic Abuse  
 

Northern Ireland  
In Northern Ireland, there were 28,392 domestic abuse incidents recorded in 
2015/16, the highest level recorded since the data series began in 2004/05 (the 
2015/16 figure is 35.5 per cent higher than the level of 20,959 recorded in 2004/05). 
The level of 14,073 domestic abuse crimes recorded in 2015/16 is also the highest 
level recorded since 2004/05 (the 2015/16 figure is 45.9 per cent higher than 
2004/05).  

Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council had 13 incidents recorded with a 
domestic abuse motivation per 1,000 population in 2015/16, lower than Northern 
Ireland overall (15 per 1,000 population).  Belfast had the highest across all councils 
(22 per 1,000 population) and Mid Ulster had the lowest (10 per 1,000 population). 
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Figure 29:  Anti-Social Behavour Incidents per 1,000 
Population by LGD and Northern Ireland (2008/09 - 2015/16) 

Antrim & Newtownabbey Ards & North Down

Belfast Derry & Strabane
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Racist Motivation  
In 2015/16, there were 67 incidents recorded with a racist motivation in Antrim and 
Newtownabbey Borough Council, a decrease of 13 incidents from the previous year. 
Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council had 5 incidents recorded with a racist 
motivation per 10,000 population with Belfast having the highest (18).  

Sectarian Motivation 
In 2015/16, there were 115 incidents recorded with a sectarian motivation in Antrim 
and Newtownabbey Borough Council which was the highest number recorded within 
the last six years. Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council had 7 incidents 
recorded with a sectarian motivation per 10,000 population with Belfast having the 
highest (12). 

      

Youth Justice 18 
 

Source:  Youth Justice Agency 

 

The number of Juvenile Justice Centre transactions more than halved in 2015/16 
(22) compared to the previous year (43) in Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough 
Council. 

In 2015/16, Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council had the fourth lowest 
number of Juvenile Justice Centre Transactions (22) and the sixth highest Youth 
Justice Service Referrals (109) across all councils. 

                                            
18

 For óYoung People in Custodyô and óYoung People Involved with YJSô, the information is based on 
each young personôs area of residence at the time of their first referral within the given year. 
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Figure 30:  Juvenile Justice Centre Transactions and Youth 
Justice Service Referrals  Antrim and Newtownabbey 

Borough Council (2008/09 - 2015/16) 
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Source:  Youth Justice Agency 

 

¶ In 2015/16 in Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council, 11 young people 
were in custody, equating to 0.8 per 1,000 population (aged 10-17 years), 
ranking Antrim and Newtownabbey Council fourth highest across all councils.  
   

¶ Belfast had the highest rate (2.0, 61 young people) and Lisburn and 
Castlereagh had the lowest rate (0.1, 1 person).   
 

¶ The number of young people in custody in Antrim and Newtownabbey 
Borough Council in 2015/16 (11 people), is at its lowest since 2009/10 (9 
people).   

Rates have varied across the local council areas from year to year; this is largely due 
to the small number of young people in custody in Northern Ireland. 

¶ Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council had 72 young people involved in 
the Youth Justice Service in 2015/16, equating to 5.2 per 1,000 population 
(aged 10-17 years), ranking Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council 
fourth highest across all councils.   
 

¶ Belfast had the highest rate (7.8, 239 people) and Lisburn and Castlereagh 
had the lowest (3.2, 43 young people). 
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Figure 31:  Young People Involved with Youth Justice Service 
and Young People in Custody  

Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council   
(2008/09-2015/16) 

Young people involved with Youth Justice Service Young people in custody
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Health  
 

General Health  
On Census Day 2011 in Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council: 

¶ Just over eight in ten (81%) usual residents stated their health was very good 
or good.  This is higher than the Northern Ireland level overall, 79.5%.  
Mallusk (old Ward) was the ward with the highest proportion stating this 
(89%), while Whitehouse (old Ward) had the lowest proportion stating their 
health was either good or very good (65%). 

 

 
Source:  2011 Census 

 

¶ 19% of people had long term health problems or disability that limited their 
day-to-day activities. Mallusk (old Ward) was the ward with the lowest 
proportion stating this (11%), while Whitehouse (old Ward) had the highest 
proportion having a long term limiting health problem or disability (34%). 
 

¶ The majority of usual residents have a mobility or dexterity difficulty (10.7%), 
similar to Northern Ireland overall (11.4%). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

48% 

33% 

14% 
4% 

1% 

Figure 32:  General Health (All Usual Residents)  
Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council (2011)  

General health: Very good
health

General health: Good health

General health: Fair health

General health: Bad health

General health: Very bad
health
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Table 12:  Long-Term Condition Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council 
and Northern Ireland (2011)19 

 

 Antrim and 
Newtownabbey Borough 

Council  

Northern 
Ireland 

All Usual 
Residents 

% All  Usual 
Residents 

% All  
Usual 

Residents 

No condition 95,984 69.27 68.57 

A mobility or dexterity difficulty 14,833 10.70 11.44 

Long-term pain or discomfort 13,244 9.56 10.10 

Shortness of breath or difficulty 
breathing 

12,005 8.66 8.72 

A chronic illness 9,240 6.67 6.55 

Other condition 7,210 5.20 5.22 

Deafness or partial hearing loss 7,186 5.19 5.14 

An emotional, psychological or 
mental health condition 

7,067 5.10 5.83 

A learning, intellectual, social or 
behavioural difficulty 

2,844 2.05 2.22 

Frequent periods of confusion or 
memory loss 

2,359 1.70 1.97 

Blindness or partial sight loss 2,179 1.57 1.70 

Communication difficulty 2,142 1.55 1.65 
    Source:  2011 Census 

 
 

¶ 12% provided unpaid care to family, friends, neighbours or others. This 
unpaid care only relates to long-term physical or mental ill-health/disability or 
problems related to old age. Fountain Hill (old Ward) was the ward with the 
lowest percentage providing unpaid care (9%), while 15% of those living in 
Carnmoney (old Ward) provided unpaid care. 

 

 

                                            
19

 'Communication difficulty' means a difficulty with speaking or making yourself understood. 
'A mobility or dexterity difficulty' means a condition that substantially limits one or more basic physical 
activities such as walking, climbing stairs, lifting or carrying. 
'An emotional, psychological or mental health condition' includes conditions such as depression or 
schizophrenia. 
'Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing' includes conditions such as asthma. 
 'A chronic illness' includes illnesses such as cancer, HIV, diabetes, heart disease or epilepsy. 
 'Long-term' refers to a condition which has lasted, or is expected to last, at least 12 months. 
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Life Expectancy  
In Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council, males born between 2012 and 2014 
can expect to live 78.5 years on average.  Females can expect to live just over three 
years longer (81.8 years of age). 

Looking at Northern Ireland as a whole, life expectancy for males was 78.3 years, 
and for females 82.3 years. 

Macedon DEA has the lowest male (76.3 years) and female (79.1 years) life 
expectancy within Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council. 

 
Map 3:  Male Life Expectancy (2012-14) by DEA 
 

Source:  Department of Health ï Sub-Regional Inequalities (2017) 
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Map 4:  Female Life Expectancy (2012-14) by DEA 
 

Source:  Department of Health ï Sub-Regional Inequalities (2017) 

 

Another measure of health is Healthy life expectancy, but unfortunately it is not 
currently available at Council level. In 2010-2012, Healthy Life Expectancy for males 
in Northern Ireland was 58.6 years, and for females was 61.6 years.  

 

Infant s 
 

Dental Registrations  
In 2016, 27.9% of children aged 0-2 years in Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough 
Council were registered with a dentist (NI:  29.0%).  The figure was higher for 3-5 
years olds in Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council, almost three in four 
registered with a dentist (72%) (NI:  73.9%). 

Just over half of adults (18+) (55.4%) were registered with a dentist in 2016 
compared to 56.7% overall in Northern Ireland. 
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Teenage Birth Rate  
This crude rate is the number of births in an area to teenage mothers (between 13 
and 19 years of age) per 1,000 females.  The figures are an average of three years 
of data. 

In Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council the teenage birth rate has been 
gradually decreasing from 15.6 births per 1,000 females (2008-10) to 11.9 births per 
1,000 females (2012-14).   

The figures are almost double within the most deprived areas within the Borough 
compared to the Borough overall.  However, the teenage birth rate within the most 
deprived areas has also been gradually decreasing over the same time period. 

 

Source:  Department of Health ï Sub-Regional Inequalities (2017) 

 

Breastfeeding on Discharge  
In 2015, 45.6% of mothers in Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council were 
breastfeeding on discharge (breastfeeding and complimentary) from hospital 
compared to 45.8% overall for Northern Ireland and 31.8% of mothers within the 
most deprived areas within the Borough. 

Source:  Department of Health ï Sub-Regional Inequalities (2017) 
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Figure 33:  Teenage Birth Rate  
(aged 13-19 years per 1,000 population) 

 Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council and  
Northern Ireland (2008-10) to (2012-14) 

 

NI

Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council

Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council Deprived
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Smoking During Pregnancy 20 
14.7% of mothers smoked during pregnancy in 2015 in Antrim and Newtownabbey 
Borough Council compared to 14.1% overall in Northern Ireland. In 2015, this was 
the lowest it has been within the Borough in the last five years. 

In 2015, within the most deprived areas within the Borough, a quarter of mothers 
smoked during pregnancy (25.6%).  This was 74% higher when compared to the 
Borough overall.  

Source:  Department of Health ï Sub-Regional Inequalities (2017) 

 

Infant Deaths  
In 2014 in Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council: 

¶ 5 stillbirths; rate of 2.8 per 1,000 live births (NI:  3.3) 

¶ 11 perinatal deaths; 6.2 per 1,000 live births (NI:  6.5) 

¶ 6 neonatal deaths, 3.4 per 1,000 live births (NI:  4.8) 

¶ 7 infant deaths; 3.9 per 1,000 live births. (NI:  4.8) 

 

Infant Mortality 21  
The infant mortality rate has gradually been decreasing from 5.3 per 1,000 live births 
during 2005-09 to 4.5 during 2009-13.  

Over the period 2009-2013, the infant mortality rate in Northern Ireland was 4.7 per 
1,000 live births. Derry City and Strabane had the highest (5.7 per 1,000 live births) 
and Mid and East Antrim had the lowest (3.7 per 1,000 live births).  

 

                                            
20

 This is self reported and at booking appointment Smoker Status is based on status reported at first 
booking and do not necessarily reflect prevalence at later stages of pregnancy. 
21

 The number of infant deaths per 1,000 live births. Infant deaths relate to all deaths in the first year 
of life. The data is based upon the number of registered infant deaths provided by the General 
Register Office in addition to the number of registered births. 
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Average General Practitioner List Size  
At the 1st April 2016, Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council had an average 
GP list size of 1,649.  This is based on the number of patients that are registered 
with a General Practice in Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council.  The 
Northern Ireland average was 1,538.  Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council 
ranked third highest out of the eleven councils with Mid Ulster having the highest 
(1,791) and Belfast the lowest (1,417). 

Source:  Business Services Organisation 

Illnesses Experienced  
Disease Prevalence (Quality Outcomes Framework)22  

In 2016, there were 126,668 patients registered with GP Practices located within 
Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council.  

The most commonly recorded diseases in Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough 
Council in 2016 were: 

¶ Hypertension (17,404 patients on register) 

¶ Asthma (7,661 patients on register) 

¶ Diabetes Mellitus (aged 17+) (6,198 patients on register) 

¶ Heart Disease (5,113 patients on register) 

                                            
22

 List sizes are recorded as at January of the relevant year, prevalence is recorded as at 31
st
 March. 
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Figure 34:  Infant Mortality Rate - Antrim and Newtownabbey 
Borough Council and Northern Ireland (2005/09 - 2009/13) 

Antrim & Newtownabbey NI
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Source: Department of Health 

 

Data on prevalence rates per 1,000 patients, which are comparable taking into 
account varying list sizes depending on council size are available. The diseases 
which have the highest prevalence rates in Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough 
Council in 2016 when compared with other council areas are below, although caution 
is recommended as these rates are based on one year of data: 

Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council had the third highest raw prevalence 
per 1,000 patients for Coronary Heart Disease and also for Diabetes Mellitus 
(patients aged 17+) across all the councils. 

o Coronary Heart Disease: 40.4 per 1,000 patients (NI:  38.4) 
o Diabetes Mellitus (patients aged 17+): 62.4 per 1,000 patients           

(NI:  57.4)  
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Figure 35:  Raw Disease Prevalance per 1,000 Patients  

Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council 
 (2014 - 2016) 
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Source:  Department for Health 

 

BMI Levels Primary 1 and Year 8 23 
One in four (24.7%) primary one pupils within Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough 
Council (for whom a BMI was recorded) were classed as being overweight or obese 
in 2014/15.  This is higher than the overall figure for all primary one pupils (21.2%) 
and the second highest across all councils behind Derry City and Strabane (25.1%). 

 
 

 

                                            
23

 Children measured are typically between 4½ and 5½ years of age.  The figures are categorised 
using International Obesity TaskForce measures.  It is important to note that in any year all children 
may not be measured and so coverage may not be complete. 91 Primary 1 pupils could not be 
assigned to a council.  More information can be found at http://www.publichealth.hscni.net/statistics  
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Figure 36:  Raw Disease Prevalence per 1,000 Patients  
Heart Disease, Hypertension and Diabetes Mellitus (aged 17+)  

Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council  
and Northern Ireland (2014 - 2016) 
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Heart Disease NI
Hypertension Antrim and Newtownabbey
Hypertension NI
Diabetes Mellitus Register Antrim and Newtownabbey
Diabetes Mellitus Register NI

http://www.publichealth.hscni.net/statistics





















































