23 July 2025

To: Each Member of the Council

Dear Member
MEETING OF ANTRIM AND NEWTOWNABBEY BOROUGH COUNCIL

A meeting of Anfrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council will be held in the
Council Chamber, Mossley Mill on Monday 28 July 2025 at 6.30 pm.

You are requested to attend.

Yours sincerely6.3
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7

/

Richard Baker, GM MSc
Chief Executive, Antrim & Newtownabbey Borough Council

For any queries, please contact Member Services:
Tel: 028 9448 1301/028 9034 0107
memberservices@antrimandnewtownabbey.gov.uk




AGENDA

5(q)

5(b)

Bible Reading and Prayer (In accordance with Standing Orders, Members are
not required to attend for this part of the meeting and, following this part of
the meeting, Members outside the Chamber will be called to the meeting).
Apologies

Declarations of Interest

To take as read and confirm the minutes of the proceedings of the Council
Meeting of Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council held on Monday 30
June 2025, a copy of which is enclosed.

To take as read and confirm the Part 1 of the minutes of the proceedings of
the Planning Committee Meeting held on Monday 21 July 2025, a copy of
which is enclosed.

To approve Part 2 of the minutes of the proceedings of the Planning
Committee Meeting held on Monday 21 July 2025, a copy of which is
enclosed.

ITEMS FOR DECISION

6.1 Consultation on the Third NI Climate Change Adaptation Programme
(NICCAP3)

6.2  Commemoration of the 110" Anniversary of the 10™ (Irish) Divisions
Actions on the Gallipoli Peninsula

6.3 Application to the Cultural Grant Aid and Bursaries Programme
6.4 Installation of Swift Boxes at Ballyclare Town Hall
6.5 Applications to the Leisure Grant Aid Programme

6.6 Equality and Diversity Matters — Equality Commission Update Paper on
The Supreme Court Ruling and Consultation

6.7 Dual Language Street Sign Applications

6.8 Application for the Grant of an Occasional Entertainment License —
Marguee on Land to the rear of Crown and Shamrock, 58 Antrim Road,
Newtownabbey, BT 36 4RF

6.9 Awards — APSE Service Awards 2025 Update

6.10 London Investment Event 2025

6.11 Ulster Scots Small Grant Pilot Scheme 2025



ITEMS FOR NOTING

7.1 Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council Motion — Concerning
Second Homes And Short-Term Rentals

7.2 Derry City and Strabane District Council Motion — Data Centres
ITEMS IN COMMITTEE

8.1 Harmonisation of Waste Collection Services Update

8.2 The Sovereign Complex — Land Lease Renewal

8.3 Provision of a PCSP Youth Engagement and Diversionary Programme

8.4 Provision of a Drugs and Substance Misuse Awareness Raising and
Support Programme

8.5 Provision of a PCSP 4 Tier Security Based Programme

8.6 Appointment of Contractor to Undertake Craigmore Household Waste
Recycling Centre Site Improvement Works

8.7 Ballyclare Rugby Club - The Cloughan Project

8.8 Supply and delivery of Corporate Uniforms

8.9 Maintenance and Repair of Mobile Plant and Machinery
8.10 Car Leasing Scheme

8.11  Planning Agreement Regarding Monkstown Jubilee Community Centre
and Monkstown Pavilion and Jubilee Gardens

8.12 Customer Services & Digital Review: Discovery Phase



6.1

ITEMS FOR DECISION

WM/WM/040 CONSULTATION ON THE THIRD NI CLIMATE CHANGE
ADAPTATION PROGRAMME (NICCAP3)

1. Purpose

The purpose of this report is to seek approval for the draft response to the
Consultation on the Third Northern Ireland Climate Change Adaptation
Programme (NICCAP3)

2. Background

The Department of Agriculture, Environments and Rural Affairs (DAERA) has
issued a public consultation on NICCAP3, which outlines Northern Ireland’s
coordinated response to climate risks identified in the UK Climate Change Risk
Assessment (CCRAS3). The programme sets out proposed objectives, actions,
and timeframes for adapting to climate impacts across multiple thematic
areas including natural capital, food security, infrastructure, the built
environment, and business resilience.

Officers from the Sustainability and Waste team have reviewed the draft
NICCAP3 and supporting documentation and collaborated with external
partners including Sustainability NI. Based on this engagement and Council
policy priorities, a draft response has been prepared and is enclosed for
Members' consideration. The closing date for submissions is 4 August 2025.

3. Main Points

The Council’'s response focuses on areas where local authorities have a clear
role in delivering climate adaptation outcomes and influencing place-based
resilience. A summary of key positions and recommendations is outlined
below:

e Support for Alignment with CCC Framework - Council welcomes DAERA's
decision to structure NICCAP3 around the Climate Change Committee's
13 thematic areas, promoting transparency, comparability, and future-
proofed monitoring across the UK.

e Strengthening the Vision Statement - Council has proposed a revision of
the NICCAPS3 vision to include the opportunities climate change presents,
such as in food production and tourism, to align with regional economic
development strategies.

e Food Security - Council supports increased local food resilience and self-
sufficiency and has highlighted several local and community-based food
initiatives not captured in the Annex, such as the Nourish NI Sustainable
Food Places Programme.

e Built Environment and Public Health - Council recommends rewording the
objective to reflect a policy-led response to climate-related health
impacts (e.g. overheating, air pollution), particularly for vulnerable
communities. Council also suggests new measures such as urban
greening mandates and heatwave alert systems.



The consultation response emphasises the need for adequate funding,
clarification on delivery responsibilities, and local government involvement in
implementation, monitoring, and public engagement.

4. Summary

Council supports the overall direction of NICCAP3 and welcomes the
opportunity to contribute. However, it urges DAERA to adopt a more
ambitious and practical approach to delivery, with clear roles, resources with
an emphasis on funding, and coordination mechanisms, particularly involving
local authorities.

The draft response (enclosed) reflects the Council’'s climate action priorities
and wider responsibilities under the Climate Change Act (Northern Ireland)
2022 and is submitted for Members' approval.

5. Recommendation

It is recommended that of the draft response for the Consultation “Third
Northern Ireland Climate Change Adaptation Programme (NICCAP3) Public
Consultation” be approved.

Prepared by: Rebecca Clulow, Climate, Waste and Sustainability Officer
Agreed by: Lynsey Daly, Head of Waste Strategy and Sustainability

Approved by: Michael Laverty, Director of Sustainability



6.2

AC/MU/005 COMMEMORATION OF THE 110t ANNIVERSARY OF THE 10t (IRISH)
DIVISIONS ACTIONS ON THE GALLIPOLI PENINSULA

1. Purpose

The purpose of this report is to update Members regarding an invitation which
has been received from the Dalaradia Cultural and Historical Society inviting
the Council to participate in a special commemorative Tour to Gallipoli and
Act of Remembrance from 13 to 18 October 2025.

2. Background and Infroduction

The Dalaradia Group is a men's community group based in Newtownabbey
who wish to make a positive confribution to conflict fransformation. The
Group has leased the White House in Newtownabbey from the Council since
2021.

This August marks the 110t anniversary of the landing of the 10" (Irish) Division
at Suvla bay on the Gallipoli Peninsula during the First World War.
Correspondence has been received from the Group, copy enclosed, inviting
the Council to be represented on a special commemorative tour to Gallipoli
to mark this anniversary.

Each Council in Ireland and Northern Ireland has been invited to participate.
The Tour will visit the major battle sites and war cemeteries on the Peninsula.

3. Previous Decision of Council

At the Community Development Committee in September 2024, it was
agreed to renew the lease agreement with the Dalaradia Group to rent the
White House for a further twelve-month period.

At the Community Development Committee in October 2024 the proposed
arrangements for the 2025 annual visit fo the Somme were approved at a
cost of £15,000.

4. Proposal

The Dalaradia Group has written to each Council in Ireland and Northern
Ireland inviting them to be represented on a special commemorative tour to
Gallipoli and to participate in an Act of Remembrance to mark the 110th
anniversary of the 10™ (Irish) Divisions actions on the Gallipoli Peninsula Turkey.

They anticipate the tour being organised for 13 to 18 October 2025 with flights
departing and returning to Dublin. They estimate the cost to be in the region
of £1,650 per person to include travel, accommodation and most meals.
They cannot finalise itinerary or price until they have an indication of final
numbers.



They are inviting the Council to be represented on this tour to honour those
who served in the First World War to assist in the process of reconciliation
between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland.

5. Finance

Provision for the cost of participation in this tour has not been made in the
2025/26 budgets given that the invitation was only received in June 2025.

The cost of participation per person is estimated as £1,650 to include all travel,
accommodation and most meals. This is an estimated cost at this stage.

6. Summary

The Council has been invited to be represented on a tour to Gallipoli in
October 2025 to mark the 110th anniversary of the 10t (Irish) Divisions actions
on the Gallipoli Peninsula. The cost of participation is estimated to be £1,650
per person. The invitation has been received by the Dalaradia Cultural and
Historical Society a community group who are based in the White House
Newtownabbey. The invitation has been issued to all Councils in Ireland and
Northern Ireland.

7. Recommendation
It is recommended that Members consider participation on this tour of

Gallipoli by the Mayor, Chair of Community Development Committee and an
officer at an estimated cost of £4,950.

Prepared and Approved by: Ursula Fay, Director of Community Development



6.3

AC/GEN/037 APPLICATION TO THE CULTURAL GRANT AID AND BURSARIES
PROGRAMME

1. Purpose

The purpose of this report is to seek Members’ approval for a Cultural
Bursary award.

2. _Introduction

The aim of the Cultural Grant Aid and Bursaries programme is to provide
support to constituted groups and individuals based in the Borough to
participate in, develop and promote Cultural activities and projects.
Funding is available for projects which develop artistic talent and
knowledge, showcase the arts and promote participation and inclusion,

celebrate shared heritage, and confribute to the understanding of minority

languages and cultural diversity.
Cultural groups may apply for grants for:

e Eligible costs involved in running a cultural event (with a maximum
award of £1,000)

e Costsrelating to the production of a cultural product e.g. a publication

or an exhibition (with a maximum award of £500)
e Course fees for group members to attend an event or course or
undertake training (with a maximum award of £500)

Individuals may apply for bursaries for:

e Costs relating to the production of a cultural product e.g. a publication

or an exhibition (with a maximum award of £500)

e Contribution to costs associated with the attendance at cultural events,

specialist training courses or study programmes relating to Arts or
Heritage (with a maximum award of £500)

3. Previous Decision of Council

The Cultural Grant Aid and Bursaries Programme was approved by the
Community Development Committee in February 2025.

4. Application for 2025/2026 Cultural Grant Aid and Bursaries Programme

One application has been received and assessed by officers under the
appropriate funding category and maximum award available.

A summary of the application is set out below along with the proposed
award:



Group / Funding Funding Proposed
Individual Category Purpose Amount
Name Awarded
Heidi White Contribution to costs | Heidi White, who lives in Randalstown, | £500

associated with the
aftendance at
cultural events,
specialist training
courses or study
programmes
relating to Arts or
Heritage

has secured a place on the Ulster
Youth Orchestra summer course at
Greenmount Campus in August 2025,
with performances at the Guildhall in
Derry/Londonderry and the Ulster Hall
in Belfast af the end of the course.

Heidi is an 18-year-old musician who
recently completed her A Levels in
Music, English Literature and Life and
Health Science. In September she will
be taking up her place at the Royal
Conservatoire of Scotland, where she
hopes to continue developing her
skills on her principal instrument, the
cello.

A talented and dedicated performer,
Heidi has achieved her cello Diploma,
demonstrating both her advanced
skill and deep commitment to her
instfrument. In addition, she holds a
Grade 8 in violin and has recently
completed Grade 5 in piano,
showcasing her versatility across a
range of instruments.

She has been an active member of
her school orchestra and also
performed with the Ulster Youth
Orchestra (UYO), where she has
played in some of the most prestigious
venues across Northern Ireland and
Ireland. With UYO, Heidi has
performed at the Ulster Hall, the
Guildhall in Derry/Londonderry and in
the Natfional Concert Hall in Dublin.
She was also part of a string quartet
formed with other UYO members who
performed at Belfast City Hall for the
30th anniversary of Remembering
Srebrenica.

In addition to performing, Heidi is a
member of the Antrim School of Music
where she has been teaching
students over the past few years,
sharing her passion and inspiring
budding young musicians.




5. Financial Position

The budget available for the Cultural Grant Aid and Bursaries programme in
2025/2026 is £23,000. 34 grants totalling £2,000 have previously been
approved by the Community Development Committee, and if the above
application is approved a balance of £13,500 would be left for the remainder
of the year.

6. Summary

One Cultural Bursary application has been received for £500 to support a
resident of the Borough to attend the Ulster Youth Orchestra summer course
at Greenmount Campus in August 2025.

7. Recommendation

It is recommended that the bursary award for £500 be approved.

Prepared by: Leeann Murray, Arts Development Officer
Agreed by: Simon Goldrick, Head of Arts, Culture, Tourism and Events

Approved by: Ursula Fay, Director of Community Development
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6.4

AC/THB/008 INSTALLATION OF SWIFT BOXES AT BALLYCLARE TOWN HALL

1. Purpose

The purpose of this report is to seek Members approval for the installation of
swift nesting boxes at Ballyclare Town Hall.

2. Introduction/Background

The Swift was designated ‘Bird of the Borough' by the Council in May 2015
following a request from the Antrim RSPB Group. Since this time there has
been a variety of positive swift conservation work in the Borough. Councillor
Logue is the Council’'s Swift Champion which is an annual nomination. The
Swift has experienced a significant population decline due to suitable nesting
habits. In response the Council has been working with community groups, the
RSPB, and statutory partners to deliver initiatives aimed at halting and
reversing this trend.

3. Previous Decision of Council

At the Annual Meeting of the Council on 2 June 2025 Councillor Logue was
nominated as the Council’s Swift Champion for 2025/2026.

4. Swift Project Ballyclare Town Hall

The RSPB and local Swift group has requested that the Council consider the
installation of swift boxes at Ballyclare Town Hall. Ballyclare town centre is a
traditional nesting site, and this proposal would support Swift conservation in
the Borough. Images of the Swift boxes and proposed location at the Town
Hall are enclosed for Members' information.

Ballyclare Town Hall is a listed building therefore the planning section and the
Historic Environment Division (HED) have been contacted in relation to this
proposal. Both have advised that they have no objections. It is proposed to
install the Swift boxes at the Town Hall including an electrical caller system at
a cost of £200.

5. Finance

Installation of the Swift boxes is estimated to cost £200 provision for which
exists in the Ballyclare Town Hall 2025/2026 annual budget.

6. Governance
Given the listed status of the Town Hall both the planning section and the HED

have been contacted regarding the proposal and have indicated that they
have no objection to the proposal.
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7. Summary

The Swift is the ‘Bird of the Borough' and as Ballyclare town centre is a known
nesting site it is proposed to instal Swift boxes at the Town Hall in Ballyclare at
an approximate cost of £200.

8. Recommendation

It is recommended that the installation of Swift boxes on the exterior of
Ballyclare Town Hall at an approximate cost of £200 be approved.

Prepared by: Wil McDowell, DEA Engagement Coordinator
Agreed by: Ronan McKenna Head of Service Community Development

Approved by: Ursula Fay Director Community Development
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6.5

L/LEI/002/VOL4 APPLICATIONS TO THE LEISURE GRANT AID PROGRAMME

1. Purpose

The purpose of this report is to seek approval for the recommendations set

within the 1st call of the Leisure Grant Aid Programme.

2. Introduction

For the period April - May, a total of 52 applications were submitted.
All 52 applications have been scored with a table setting out details
and recommendations is enclosed for Member's reference. Upon
approval of the listed grants, the remaining balances in each funding
category are outlined below:

Category No. of | Budget Approved No. of | Grants Funding Balance
apps spend to apps. propose | remaining
date 25/26 d (subject to
€) approval of
application)
Capital Grants 0 £40,000 £0 4 £29 750 £10.250
Grants to Clubs 0| £50,000 £0 3| £9.445 £40,555
Grants to Athletes 0| £30,000 £0 25| £22,739 £7,261
Granfs to Coaches o| 5000 £0 4 £720 £4,280
and Officials
Sports Event Grant 0| £40,000 £0 8 £17,706 £22,294
Defibrillator Grant 0| £5000 £0 2 £1,500 £3,500
Allocation total 0 | £170,000 £0 46 | £81,860 £88,140
Fitness suite Gold 20 0
Card 0 | Applicati | applicati 6 | 4 eligible | 16 applications
ons on

Total approved spend to date including this call, if approved £81,860

3. Financial Position/Implication

The overall budget for the 2025/26 programme is £170,000. Should approval

be given for the grants listed, the remaining balance would total £88,140
4. Recommendation

It is recommended that approval be granted for the Leisure Grant Aid
Programme, covering the period from April - May 2025.

Prepared by: Anna Boyle, Funding Unit Manager and Conor McCallion,
Leisure Development Manager

Agreed by: Deaglan O'Hagan, Head of Leisure Operations

Approved by: Matt McDowell, Director Parks and Leisure Operations
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6.6

CCS/EDP/10 EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY MATTERS - EQUALITY COMMISSION
UPDATE PAPER ON THE SUPREME COURT RULING AND CONSULTATION

1. Purpose

The purpose of this report is to inform Elected Members that the Equality
Commission for Northern Ireland (ECNI) provided an update on the Supreme
Court Ruling on the legal definition of a woman

In addition to this the Commission is currently undertaking consultation on
their update legal paper and information relating to the Supreme Court Ruling

2. Background

The Supreme Court has ruled that the legal definition of a woman is based on
biological sex, in a decision which could have implications for who can
access single-sex services and spaces. The Equality Commission advises and
oversees how public authorities meet their statutory obligations in relation to
equality and good relations duties.

3. Equdlity Commission Legal Paper and Consultation

The Equality Commission have provided an update legal paper and
information exploring the implications of the Supreme Court Ruling.

For Members attention a copy of the consultation document is enclosed.
Members are advised that they may wish to respond on a party-political
basis.

4. Recommendation

It is recommended that Equality Commission of Northern Ireland update (legal

paper and information) be noted, and a response be submitted on a party-
political basis.

Prepared by: Ellen Boyd, Accessibility and Inclusion Officer

Approved by: Helen Hall, Director of Organisation Development (Interim)
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6.7

CCS/EDP/025 DUAL LANGUAGE STREET SIGN APPLICATIONS

1. Purpose

The purpose of this report is to recommend to Members to approve and note
the Dual Language Street Sign applications as follows:

Stage 1

o Shore Road, Toome, BT41 3NW be approved.

e Brae Terrace, Crumlin, BT29 4XW be approved.

e Glenville Green, Newtownabbey, BT37 OTT be approved.

Stage 2
¢ No applications at stage 2 be noted.

Stage 3
¢ No applications at stage 3 be noted.

2. Background

Members are reminded that in accordance with the Dual Language Street
Sign Policy, adopted by Council on 30 May 2022 (enclosed), the following
update outlines the current status of applications received.

3. Application Update

STAGE 1: PETITION VERIFICATION
Three applications are at Stage 1.
1. SHORE ROAD, TOOME, BT41 3NW
2. BRAE TERRACE, CRUMLIN BT29 4XW
3. GLENVILLE GREEN, NEWTOWNABBEY, BT37 OTT
The occupiers signing the petitions have been evidenced by their listing on
the current Electoral Register and meet the one third threshold as required
within the approved Policy.
STAGE 2: RESIDENTS CANVASS
There are no applications at stage 2.
STAGE 3: STREET SIGN INSTALLATION

There are no applications at stage 3.

4. Recommendation

It is recommended that the Dual Language Street Sign applications at:
Stage 1
e Shore Road, Toome, BT41 3NW be approved.
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e Brae Terrace, Crumlin, BT29 4XW be approved.
e Glenville Green, Newtownabbey, BT37 OTT be approved.

Stage 2
e No applications at stage 2 be noted.

Stage 3
¢ No applications at stage 3 be noted.

Prepared by: Ellen Boyd, Accessibility and Inclusion Officer
Agreed by: Lesley Millar, Head of Organisation Development

Approved by: Helen Hall, Director of Organisation Development (Interim)
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6.8

EL/220 APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT OF AN OCCASIONAL ENTERTAINMENT
LICENCE - MARQUEE ON LAND TO THE REAR OF CROWN AND SHAMROCK, 584
ANTRIM ROAD, NEWTOWNABBEY, BT36 4RF

1. Purpose

The purpose of the report is to seek Members approval for an Occasional
Entertainment Licence for a marquee on land to the rear of Crown and
Shamrock, 584 Antrim Road, Newtownabbey, BT3é 4RF

2. Introduction

An application has been received for the grant of an Occasional
Entertainment Licence for the following area.

Licensee Location of Type(s)and hours of File New
Premises entertainment Number | Application
or Renewal
Mr Aidan Marquee located Entertainment type - EL/220 New
McAlinden | onland at Crown Singing, Music, Dancing or Application
and Shamrock Entertainment of a like (Grant)
584 Anfrim Road, kind
Newtownabbey,
BT36 4RF Date and Time - Saturday
2 August 2025
13.00hrs — 23.00hrs
Number of persons -
No greater than 150

In accordance with Council Protocol for hearing Entertainment Licence
applications, approved in December 2016, such applications are normally
considered by the Operations Committee. However, due to time constraints,
this report must be brought to Full Council for consideration and decision.

Council can decide the following:

i. Grantthe licence;
i. Grantthe licence with specific additional terms, conditions and
restrictions;
ii. Refuse the licence;
iv.  Defer an application for further consideration or to obtain further
information.

If Council makes a decision against an officer’'s recommendation, then

Members must state their reasons for doing so. In such circumstances a
recorded vote will be taken.

3. Main Report
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An application has been received for the grant of an Occasional
Entertainment Licence for a marquee situated at the above premises, for the
previously noted hours. This is a private family event. The licensed premises
adjacent to the marquee, known as the Crown and Shamrock, will be closed
to the public on the day of the event. Advance notice of the private event
will be displayed on-site and social media.

The applicant currently holds an Annual Entertainment Licence for the Crown
and Shamrock at the same address.

The proposed date and hours are as detailed below.

Saturday 2 August 2025 13.00hrs — 23.00hrs
4, Summary

Application for an Occasional Entertainment Licence has been received from
Mr Aidan McAlinden for and event at Crown and Shamrock, 584 Antrim Road,
Newtownabbey, BT36 4RF. In accordance with Council protocol for the
hearing of Entertainment Licence applications a decision by Members is
needed on the granting of the licence.

5. Recommendation

It is recommended that an Entertainment Licence (Occasional Licence) be
granted to the applicant, Aidan McAlinden - Crown and Shamrock, 584
Antrim Road, Newtownabbey, BT36 4RF with the following conditions:

e that all relevant licensing requirements are met;
e that statutory consultees have no objections to approval.

Prepared by: Jen McGrugan, Environmental Health Officer
Agreed by: Colin Kelly, Head of Environmental Health and Wellbeing

Approved by: Michael Laverty, Director of Sustainability
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6.9

PT/CI/061 AWARDS - APSE SERVICE AWARDS 2025 UPDATE

1. Purpose

The purpose of this report is to update Members on the recent APSE Awards
submissions and to seek approval on attendees to the awards ceremony.

2. Introduction/Background

Members will recall the Council was awarded UK Council of the Year status at
the APSE Award ceremony in September 2024.

The APSE Service Awards uniquely recognises the profound contribution of
local council frontline services to local communities and local people. These
awards celebrate those contributions to the delivery of excellence on the
frontline and striving to achieve continuous improvement in public sector
delivery.

Council submitted entries to the following categories in the APSE service
awards:

Best Collaborative Working Initiative Community Development
Best Collaborative Working Initiative Economic Development
Best Community Neighbourhood Initiative Environmental Health
Best Services Team - Leisure & Cultural Services

Street Cleansing and Street Scene — Waste Management

Best Public Private Working Inifiative- Economic Development
Best Building and Housing Initiative - Economic Development

3. Judging Results

Submission to the APSE Service Awards having been considered by the
judging panel and it has been confirmed that Antrim and Newtownabbey
Borough Council have been nominated as finalists in the following categories:

e Best Services Team, Leisure - Sports, Leisure & Cultural Service, prepared
by Conor McCallion, Leisure Development Manager

o Street Cleansing & Street Scene Service — Waste Operations Street
Cleansing, prepared by Megan Bowe, Waste Operations Manager

e Best Building and Housing Initiative — Economic Development - Living
Over the Shops Programme, prepared by Steven Norris, Deputy Director
of Regeneration and Infrastructure

The shortlist for the prestigious Overall Council of the Year Award is still under
deliberation and will be announced later.

4. Financial Position/Implication

Finalists are invited to attend the awards ceremony on Thursday 11
September 2025 in Glasgow.
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It is proposed that due to the exceptional performance, Members consider a
table of ten at approximately £1,100 +VAT and fravel expenses.

It is proposed that The Mayor, Chairs of relevant Committees: Economic
Development and Operations Committee, or their nominees and relevant
Officers attend as an approved duty.

5. Recommendation

It is recommended that the update be noted, and approval be granted for the
Mayor, plus the Chairs of Economic Development and Operations

Committees, the Council’s APSE representative or their nominees and relevant
Officers attend the Awards Ceremony as an approved duty.

Prepared by: Allen Templeton, Performance Improvement Officer

Agreed by: Katherine Young, Organisation Development & Employee
Engagement Manager

Approved by: Helen Hall, Director of Organisation Development (Interim)
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6.10

ED/ED/306 LONDON INVESTMENT EVENT 2025

1. Purpose

The purpose of this report is to provide Members with an update on the
Council’s proposed Investment Event in London, approved in principle at the
Economic Development Committee in January 2025 and to seek approval for

associated spend from the existing Economic Development budget.

2. Introduction/Background

It is infended to host an Investment Showcase Event in London to build upon
the Council’s success in winning the Overall Council of the Year 2024 for
Service Delivery Award by the Association for Public Service Excellence (APSE)
and reinforcing its position as a leading local authority in delivering
excellence for residents and businesses.

The Council recognises the importance of leveraging this recognition to
further enhance its reputation and attract investment. Hosting an event in
London, a global economic and political hub, presents a strategic
opportunity to:

* Showcase the Council's success and forward-thinking approach,
reinforcing our best-in-class status.

e Highlight key industries and investment opportunities within the Borough.

* Engage directly with potential investors and stakeholders, including
representatives from UK Government, leading businesses and
policymakers.

3. Previous Decision of Council

In January 2025 the Economic Development Committee approved the
delivery of an investment event in London.

4. Aims and Delivery

The proposed event will:

e Showcase investment-ready opportunities across the Borough
including sites identified through the upcoming LDP call for sites.

e Promote key assets such as Belfast International Airport and
Advanced Manufacturing Innovation Centre

e Promote strategic investment sites such as Global Point, lands at BIA
and Nutts Corner

e Provide a platform to promote indigenous businesses

e Facilitate networking between Council, potential investors, policy
makers and trade bodies

e Demonstrate the Borough's strong frack record in investment and
business support
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¢ Highlight the Borough's excellent connectivity, skilled workforce
and strategic leadership.

The event will be held in Westminster with a target date of November 2025 to
maximise access to national decision-makers, UK government departments
and national investors. It is intended to be a high impact showcase and
networking event.

The event will be designed to attract a high-calibre audience of political,
policy, business and investment stakeholders whose influence is critical to
unlocking future opportunities for the Borough.

In addition, the Council will extend invitations to key businesses within the
Borough to showcase their innovation, scale and export potential.

These businesses will not only demonstrate the Borough's strong industrial and
innovation base but will also benefit directly from exposure to UK-level
decision-makers and potential future collaborators or investors.

5. Strategic Alignment

The event not only builds on the Council’'s success in winning APSE Council of
the Year 2024 but also has strategic alignment to local and regional
frameworks such as NI Executive’s Investment Strategy for Northern Ireland,
the Belfast Region City Deal and UK governments Trade Strategy.

This event supports the Council’s long-term vision to position Antrim and
Newtownabbey as a premier destination for investment, jobs and innovation,
in alignment with the Council’'s Corporate Plan and Local Development Plan.

6. Financial Position

A provisional budget of up to £95,000 is proposed to cover main expenditure
items and all other associated costs including but not limited to:

e Venue Hire

e Travel, Accommodation & Sundries

e Key Stakeholder Travel, Accommodation & Sundries
e Event Catering

e Marketing, Co-ordination & PR

e AV & Tech support

In order to support the delivery of the event Council officers are also
exploring funding and sponsorship opportunities such as those outlined
below:

The Connect Fund

The Connect Fund, funded by the Northern Ireland Office, provides up from
£300 - £50,000 to strengthen civic East-West collaboration on matters of
shared interest, including mutual challenges and opportunities across a range
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of sectors that directly affect communities in NI. Should approval be gained,
Officers will explore the potential to apply for this fund to offset Council spend.

Sponsorship

In addition to external funding opportunities, Officers will seek
sponsorship from a range of key stakeholders to support the delivery of
event. This aims to leverage stakeholder support to enhance project
impact and reputation whilst also reducing Council spend.

7. Indicative Timeline

Milestones Date

Council Approval July 2025

Initial Stakeholder Engagement August 2025
Issue “Save the Date” August 2025
Venue Confirmation & Booking August 2025
Develop Branding, Agenda & Event Literature August — September 2025
Issue Formal Invitations September 2025
Confirm Speakers and Panellists September 2025
Final RSVP's October 2025
Delivery of Event November 2025
Follow-up and Evaluation December 2025

8. Recommendation

It is recommended that members note the update and agree budgetary
approval for up to £95,000.

Prepared by: Stewart McCormack, Investment Officer

Agreed by: Michael McKenna, Deputy Director of Investment & Business
Development and Steven Norris, Deputy Director of Regeneration and
Investment

Approved by: Majella McAlister, Director of Economic Development and
Planning
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6.11

AC/GEN/114 ULSTER SCOTS SMALL GRANT PILOT SCHEME 2025

1. Purpose

The purpose of this report is to seek Members’ approval to award 16 Ulster
Scots Small Grants as part of a pilot scheme to support individuals and groups
in the Borough wishing to engage with Ulster Scots culture.

2. Introduction / Background

Individuals and groups are able to engage with the Ulster Scots tradition in
areas of language, history, religion, music, dance and other cultural areas.
The Council annually supports Ulster Scots Leid Week in November and
incorporates Ulster Scots culture in a range of programming and events
throughout the year.

The Office of the Deputy Mayor has an annual budget allocation of £5,250 to
meet the expenses of the office. The previous Deputy Mayor had requested
that £2,000 of this allocated budget be used to fund ten small grants of £200
to individuals, schools or community groups to explore Ulster Scots culture,
with the application process operating through the Council’s online Grant
Funding portal accessed through the Council’s website.

3. Previous Decision of Council

Members are reminded that approval was given at the May 2025 Community
Development Committee for an Ulster Scots Small Grant Pilot Scheme for 2025
with a budget of £2,000 provided by the Deputy Mayor for 10 grants of £200.
In the event of over subscription, it was agreed that grant scoring would be
used to identify the ten highest scoring applications for funding.

4. A Wheen o Words and Dances

The bursary scheme opened for online applications on 30 May and closed on
16 June 2025.

To be eligible to apply, applicants needed to meet the following criteria:

e If applying as Individuals, applicants must be residents who live at a
permanent address within the Borough

e If applying as a school, they must be located in the Borough

e If applying as a Community/Voluntary Group, they must be based in the
Borough

Members are advised that 18 applications were received. 1 applicant

subsequently withdrew, 1 was deemed ineligible and 16 met the criteria
above.
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5. Assessment

Similar to other Council small grant schemes up to the value of £1,000, a
pass/fail method was used to assess the grant applications, and all 16
applicants were deemed to have met the pass criteria. In view of this, and
the relatively modest cost of funding 16 rather than 10 applicants, the former
Deputy Mayor has requested that the Council consider approving all 16
eligible applications.

Details of the proposed successful applicants are enclosed.

6. Finance

£2,000 from the Deputy Mayor's 2024/2025 budget has been set aside to fund
10 grants of £200. Should Council approve the funding of all 16 eligible
applicants, an additional £1,200 would be taken from the Cultural Grant Aid
and Bursaries budget leaving £12,800 for the remainder of the year.

7. Governance

Grants applications are managed and administrated through the Grant
Funding Unit. Successful applicants will be paid their grant upfront and will be
required to follow Council’s grant verification process.

8. Summary

16 eligible applications were received for the Ulster Scots Small Grant Pilot
Scheme 2025. Although Council approval had previously been given for 10
grants of £200, Council may wish to consider approving all 16 eligible
applications at a total cost of £3,200.

9. Recommendation

It is recommended that 16 Ulster Scots Small Grants of £200 be approved.

Prepared by: Anna Boyle, Funding Unit Manager and Simon Goldrick, Head
of Arts, Culture, Tourism and Events

Approved by: Ursula Fay, Director of Community Development
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7.1

ITEMS FOR NOTING

G/MSMO/14 CAUSEWAY COAST AND GLENS BOROUGH COUNCIL MOTION -
CONCERNING SECOND HOMES AND SHORT-TERM RENTALS

1. Purpose

The purpose of this report is for Members to note the correspondence
received from Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council in relation to its
Motion concerning second homes and short-term rentals.

2. Infroduction

Members are advised that correspondence (enclosed) has been received
from Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council regarding a Motion
adopted by that Council. The Motion addresses concerns relating to the
increasing prevalence of second homes and short-term holiday lets within the
Borough and the wider social strategic implications.

3. Key Issues

The Motion outlines growing concerns regarding the impact of second homes
and short-term holiday rentals on the availability of housing stock for
permanent residents across the Borough, noting that this trend is contributing
to housing inaccessibility and altering the character of many local
communities due to increased non-resident occupancy.

The Motion further expresses concerns over the absence of a formal audit to
quantify the extent and distribution of these properties and has resolved to
undertake such an audit to inform the development of a targeted lobbying
strategy for use in discussions with the Northern Ireland Executive.

To ensure ongoing oversight, updates will be placed as a standing item on
the agenda of their Corporate Policy & Resources Committee.

4. Recommendation

It is recommended that Members note the correspondence received from
Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council.

Prepared by: Member Services

Agreed and Approved by: Richard Baker, Chief Executive
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7.2

G/MSMO/14 DERRY CITY AND STRABANE DISTRICT COUNCIL MOTION - DATA
CENTRES

1. Purpose

The purpose of this report is for Members to note the correspondence
received from Derry City and Strabane District Council regarding the strategic
concerns over the proliferation of data centres and their implications for
energy security and climate obligations in Northern Ireland.

2. Infroduction

Correspondence (enclosed) was received from Derry City and Strabane
District Council following a meeting held on 25 June 2025. The letter outlines
the Council's concerns on the growing electricity demand posed by data
centres, and the environmental impacts associated with their operation. The
Council has raised these concerns in relation to the current legislation and
planning frameworks and is calling for co-ordinated government action.

3. Key Issues

The Motion highlights that data centres are major consumers of electricity,

and given Ireland’s single electricity market, increasing demand from such
developments poses risks to the overall energy security of supply. Concerns
were also expressed regarding the potential jeopardy to Northern Ireland’s
obligations under the Climate Change Act (2022), the Local Development
Plan 2032, and the Strategic Planning Policy Statement, due to unchecked
data centre expansion.

A lack of central government policy in Northern Ireland was identified as a
barrier to consistent planning and oversight, prompting Derry and Strabane
District Council to call on the Departments for Infrastructure and the Economy
to urgently establish a co-ordinated strategic framework.

This framework should evaluate greenhouse gas emissions, assess demands
on the national grid, and determine whether large-scale emitting proposals
warrant classification as regionally significant developments. Furthermore, the
Council infends to seek local authority support for a unified policy response to
guide the planning and monitoring of future data centre applications.

4. Recommendation

It is recommended that Members note the correspondence received from
Derry City and Strabane District Council.

Prepared by: Member Services

Agreed and Approved by: Richard Baker, Chief Executive
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