Scheme of Delegation: Delegation of Planning Applications,
Enforcement and other Planning Matters (Revised April 2017)
Introduction
Part 4 Section 7 (4) (b) Local Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 allows a
Council Committee to delegate certain matters to an officer of the council. In
relation to the scheme of delegation for planning applications, enforcement and
other planning matters the person appointed by the Council to exercise delegated
powers is the Head of Planning within the Council and those senior officers1
nominated by this officer in writing.
Delegation of Planning Applications
This scheme of delegation (as revised) for the determination of planning
applications has been agreed by Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council and
approved by the Department for Infrastructure. The scheme of delegation (as
revised) is in accordance with Section 31 of The Planning Act (NI) 2011 and takes
effect from 30 April 2017.
Part A – Planning Applications required under the Planning Act to be determined by
the Planning Committee
Statutory provisions within the Planning Act (NI) 2011 require that certain types of
planning application must be determined by the Planning Committee. Accordingly
the following categories of application cannot be delegated to officers:
(a) An application that falls within the Major category of development;
(b) An application for planning permission where the application is made by the
Council or an elected member of the Council, and
(c) An application relating to land in which the Council has an interest.
Part B – Delegated Planning Applications
The Council has agreed that the person appointed is empowered to determine all
planning applications that fall within the Local category of development whether for
approval or refusal with the following exceptions:
(a) An application made by an employee of the Council, their spouse, partner or
close relative (mother, father, children);
(b) An application that would introduce fundamental changes to a major
application that has been determined by the Planning Committee;
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For the purposes of this scheme of delegation a senior officer is defined as a Principal
Planning Officer or a Senior Planning Officer employed by the Council.

(c) An application which is a departure from the Development Plan and which is
recommended for approval.
(d) An application subject to objections from more than 2 postal addresses within
the Neighbour Notification area or 5 objections from occupied properties in the
wider area;
(e) An application recommended for refusal, except where the refusal decision
relates to a retrospective application where there is an Enforcement Notice in
place or cases where information required to determine the application has not
been submitted following a reasonable request;
(f) An application which the Head of Planning considers should be considered and
decided by the Committee; and
(g) An application which is referred to the Committee by a Member of the Council.
Any such referral must be made in writing to the Head of Planning within 21
calendar days of validation of the application and accompanied by a sound
planning reason.
Delegation of Enforcement and other Planning Matters
Part C – Enforcement
As well as determining planning applications, the Council is also responsible for the
enforcement of planning control and a range of other planning matters, including
the processing of other planning consents.
The Council has agreed that all matters associated with the enforcement of
planning control are delegated to the person appointed by the Council with the
following exceptions:
(a) The service of an Enforcement Notice, Listed Building Enforcement Notice, Stop
Notice, Temporary Stop Notice, Breach of Condition Notice or Fixed Penalty
Notice, except in circumstances where the person appointed considers the
breach of planning control could result in immediate public danger or
development which may result in permanent damage to the environment.
Examples include: the demolition of, or works to, a listed building; the felling of
protected trees; the demolition of a building in a conservation area; or the
commencement of building operations without permission. The service of any
such Notice will be reported to the next available Planning Committee for
ratification;
(b) The instigation of court proceedings with the exception of direct offences in
relation to advertisement control, Tree Preservation Orders, Conservation Areas
and Listed Buildings and prosecution for non-compliance with a Planning
Contravention Notice and a Submission Notice; and
(c) Any other enforcement matter which the Head of Planning considers should be
considered and decided by the Committee.

Part D – Determination of other Planning Matters
In relation to other planning responsibilities the Council has agreed that the following
matters are also delegated to the person appointed:
(a) The issuing of a certificate of lawful use or development;
(b) The making of a non-material change to a planning permission;
(c) The issuing of a correction notice; and
(d) The screening of and determination decisions on development proposals
required under the Environmental Impact Assessment or Habitats Regulations.
The Council has also agreed that the following matters are delegated to the person
appointed subject to the same exceptions set out under Part B above:
(e) Determination of any application for listed building consent;
(f) Determination of any application for conservation area consent;
(g) Determination of any application for advertisement consent;
(h) Determination of any application to carry out works to a protected tree (i.e. a
tree the subject of a Tree Preservation Order); and
(i) Determination of any hazardous substance consent.
The Council has also agreed that the following matters are delegated to the person
appointed in circumstances where awaiting the Planning Committee meeting could
result in serious environmental or amenity damage arising:
(j) The serving of a Provisional Tree Preservation Order; and
(k) The affixing of a Building Preservation Notice
The use of these powers will be reported to the next available Planning Committee
meeting for ratification.
Part E – Publicity
The Council has made a copy of this Scheme of Delegation available on the
Council’s website at www.antrimandnewtownabbey.gov.uk and it is also available
on request at the Council’s offices in Mossley Mill and Antrim Civic Centre.

Part F – Review
This Scheme of Delegation will be subject to review by the Planning Committee
every 12 months or at any such time as requested by more than 50% of the
members of the Committee.

